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Member Profile 


NAME: Ahmed J. Perez CALL: W2/HC2AP 


For the first time since the inception of The 
Resonator, this month’s member profile is a 
submission by a guest contributor on behalf of a 
member. 


We thank Martin Butera PT2ZDX/LU9EFO for his 
generous contribution about a friend and a new 
FLARC member. 


The profile can be found beginning on page 10. 


We hope that you enjoy it! 
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September 2022 


From The President 


Dear FLARC Family, 


The unofficial end of summer is here and in several 
days, Fall 2022 will begin. We have a nice schedule of 
events coming this month: 


National POW MIA Recognition Day, our Kawfee Tawk 
with Howard Bernstein and Jim Crites W6JIM where they 
will discuss “How to Learn and Have Fun with Morse 
Code," the NJ QSO Party, Masonic Lodges on the Air at 
The DeWint House in Tappan, NY where FLARC Members 
will be participating (Masons and Non Masons), and 
other great events. You can find more information right 
here in The Resonator for dates and times. 


During the weekend of August 28, | attended the 
Northeast HamXposition in my capacity as ARRL Hudson 
Division Vice Director, and of course President of FLARC. 
This fabulous event also served as_ the ARRL 
New England & Hudson Divisions convention. It was 
great to see members of FLARC up in Marlborough, MA. 
Thanks to all that were able to attend. It was a 
successful convention. Saturday morning, | had the 
opportunity to listen to ARRL CEO David Minster, 
NA2AA. He offered us the opening keynote speech. As 
he covered several topics on what is going on with ARRL 
and Ham Radio in general, part of his speech was on 
what are we doing to engage people into Amateur Radio. 


| don't have enough space to go in details or give all my 
feelings about this. But | do have one question for you: 
What are YOU doing to promote Ham Radio to those 
near us? Do you consider yourself a true ambassador of 
our hobby? Are you being welcoming to those new 
hams that join our ranks? 


These are some questions we should ask ourselves. The 
promotion, goodwill, advancement and growth of 
Amateur Radio STARTS WITH US. It doesn't take much 
effort to leave a lasting impression (yes, it could be a 
good or bad one) so make sure that what you bring out 
are words and actions that will engage and show the 
good and positive things of our hobby. 


Continued on next page. 
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On Vacation: DE WX2R FN54UF, 
Southwest Harbor, ME 


As part of this year’s vacation, | decided to take along a 
portable setup and operate from Southwest Harbor, 
Maine, just outside of Acadia National Park (grid 
FN54UF). This was not to be a POTA operation but 
rather a leisurely setup outside of a cabin we rented 
overlooking the harbor. A lovely venue with perfect 
weather for the full week we were there. 


| took along an Icom IC-718, a DX Engineering DXE- 
TW2010L portable antenna (purchased upon the 
guidance of W2JC) after seeing how well his performed 
at our Great Falls special event station. The travel 
package also included an LDG IT-100 antenna tuner, a 
Rigblaster Advantage, 75 feet of coax cable, a Verizon 
hotspot, and an Encore laptop computer (the one of 
$60 Micro Center fame) for FT8 logging. 


ELLEERLES 


A 


3 


Ed WX2R outside the SW Harbor, ME cabin 
Even though the cabin had electric and_ air 
conditioning, | decided to run portable to give it a go 


using a Bioenno battery. 


| managed to get four days of operating time in with 
our hiking and related schedule. The setup performed 
well with 224 contacts made — 157 FT8 and 67 CW. 


Propagation was mixed — a solar disturbance the first 
two days with better conditions the second. | operated 
only during the afternoons on 20 meters with a few 
contacts on 17 meters. Being right on the coast, Europe 
was an easy grab with contacts into Russia and 
northern Europe quite easy. Spain and Italy were a bit 
more difficult with a 7X (Algeria) a nice catch on the last 
day. | worked pretty much all call areas in the US (no AK 
or HI) but nothing to South America (save the 
Caribbean), Asia or Australia given the time, bands, and 
propagation. Given the success, this is probably the 
setup I'll take to Florida. 


A couple of observations: 


| did not do SSB but had intended to. There were many 
cabins very near ours and | did not want to have the 


Continued on next page. 
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From The President, continued 


| would say that one of the best things FLARC has is the 
way we treat our members and those that come knock 
at our door and we open it with a smiling face and the 
desire to have that person feel at home, and not lost. 


This past weekend, Noel W2MSA and | went to do a 
POTA Activation at Morristown National Historical 
Park. As we arrived, we saw a Buddipole near the 
picnic area at the parking lot. We went to this ham and 
introduced ourselves. One of the beautiful things of 
this hobby (at least the way | see it) is that 
immediately, we engaged in conversation. He has only 
been a ham for a few months but demonstrated that 
he is loving the hobby and wants to learn as much as 
he can of the hobby. We offered encouragement, 
elmered him on a few topics and spoke to him about 
FLARC, met Steve WI2W on the air (who was at 
another park), had a blast and our new friend Russ, 
KD2ZMM will come soon to visit us and join the FLARC 
Family. He is even getting his 9 year old son interested 
in the hobby. 


This is just an example of one of many things we can 
do to "spread the word" of what Amateur Radio is all 
about. My dear FLARC family, be the reason for 
someone, that had been looking but never found THAT 
PERSON, to become an Amateur Radio Operator, and 
be the reason for someone LIKE ME to continue to be 
proud after 44 years in saying "| am happy and proud 
| became an Amateur Radio Operator." 


Let's get ready for the fall season, continue to have fun 
and as David NA2AA ends his messages in QST 
(David, I'm borrowing it, as | told you in Marlborough) - 
STAY RADIO ACTIVE! 


Please, be safe, stay healthy and "I'll see ya on the radio." 


73, Nomar NP4H 
FLARC President 


News and Noteworthy 


A congratulations to new FLARC members Bill KD2ZXC and 
James KD2ZXW on their first QSOs as newly licensed hams. 
The exchange took place in the FLARC parking areas on 
August 17" under the tutelage of Brian KD2KLN and 
Fred W2AAB. A welcome aboard to both from the club! 


The club also notes that a new repeater is available in the north 
Jersey area. N2SMI is now available from Hudson County on 
441.7500 +5.0Mhz. The PL is 141.3 (which is not noted in 
Repeaterbook). We are hoping to link this repeater to W2NPT 
to increase our coverage area. 
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FLARC To Hold VE Testing 
On September 17% 


On September 17, 2022 Fair Lawn Amateur 
Radio Club will continue amateur radio test 
sessions. 


The location is at: 


The Fair Lawn Recreation Center 
10-10 20" Street 
Fair Lawn, NJ 


NOTE THAT THIS IS AN INDOOR LOCATION! 


Covid-19 related incidents will cancel testing. 


Prior to Testing: 


Send an email to wo2w@arrl.net requesting to 
book your spot. Pre-registration is REQUIRED. 


Please Bring With You: 


e You MUST bring and WEAR personal PPE items 
including a face mask 


2 pens and 2 pencils. None will be provided to 
you due to possible virus transmission 


Your FRN number, and (if licensed) a copy of your 
ham license or a valid CSCE (Certificate of 
Successful Completion Exam) 


A completed Form 605 (which will be sent 
to you ahead of your test session, along with 
your assigned test time. ) 


Additionally, the $15.00 exam fee. This is payable 
in cash (exact amount is a must); 

new rule: a fee of $35 must be paid to FCC directly 
after passing the test (get details from Examiner). 


3 copies of the CSCE form which will be sent to 
you ahead of your test session 


Additional scheduled testing dates are: 
October 15, 2022 and November 12, 2022. 


FLARC is following government Covid-19 guidance 
closely and all events will adhere accordingly to the 
latest advice. 
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DE WX2R FN54UF continued 


neighbors complaining about someone screaming into a 
microphone. Oh well. Thank goodness for headphones 
and CW. 


| did explain to the cabin manager and the neighbors 
about what | was doing. A few of the latter stopped by 
to see what | was up to and asked questions. Ham radio 
PR at its simplest. 


The setup and breakdown took about 15 minutes at 
most and got easier every day. For me it was hassle-free, 
and it worked. SWRs for the DX Engineering antenna 
ranged from 1.2 — 1.8 for 20 meters with some daily 
variance at setup. 


| still took stuff that | didn’t need or use as was the case 
this past Winter in Florida; my paranoia about having 
something not work. I’m inventorying some things off 
my list while it is fresh in my memory and notes. 


So that’s what | did on my summer vacation. All in all, it 
was a fun couple of days and look forward to doing 
more. We’ve rebooked for September 2023 (same cabin) 
and | am looking at some Fall activations around there — 
including some POTA. 
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Contact: Contact: 
Ed Efchak, Public Information Officer Mike Mathias K1WX 
WX2R@ARRL.NET MJM@K1WX.COM 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
The Fair Lawn, NJ Amateur Radio Club (FLARC) 
and the West Palm Beach Amateur Radio Group (WPBARG) 
Announce A Year-Long Club Partnership 


The West Palm Beach Amateur Radio Group (WPBARG) and the Fair Lawn (NJ) Amateur Radio Club 
(FLARC) have agreed to a unique partnership in sharing ideas, activities, and best practices to better 
encourage the growth and development of each other's amateur radio club. 


“This relationship, while informal, has the potential to address a number of issues and ideas that we as a 
club could not do alone” noted Nomar Vizcarrondo NP4H, FLARC Club President. “There are local issues 
that we face that are no different than all amateur radio clubs — promoting amateur radio in our 
communities, finding, and retaining new members while keeping them engaged. We hope that this 
experiment will enable us to learn from each and help to address these issues so that we can both 
benefit as a result. WPBARG also operates from a location (a science center) that brings exposure to 
amateur radio that we can learn more about” Vizcarrondo added. 


Michael Mathias K1WX, speaking on behalf of the WPBARG Board of Directors, said “As amateur radio 
operators, each of us has a responsibility to the hobby and our community, and to be good ambassadors 
of both. We see this venture as a wonderful way to leverage that and to grow this unique fellowship of 
amateur radio. As this is unchartered territory for our organization, we welcome input on how better to 
reach these goals. Whatever fruit this may or may not bear, we are grateful for the opportunity.” 


WPBARG currently has approximately eighty members and meets regularly at the Cox Science Center 
and Aquarium in West Palm Beach. FLARC has approximately 175 members and has a clubhouse as part 
its association with the Borough of Fair Lawn. Both clubs are visible within their communities, and each 
brings its own set of diverse assets to the experiment. WPBARG recently shared a program on radio 
balloons built by local students with the assistance of WPBARG club members with FLARC. 


The first planned steps are to increase overall contact with each other on a regular basis via meetings, 
exchanges of communications and the development of a potential joint program or project. The 
informal agreement will last for one year. 


Local clubs, of course, do get together on projects, but this is believed to be the first planned 
experiment in mutual development between clubs separated geographically, by size and by club culture. 


HHH 
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The Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club 
Why Is FLARC New Jersey’s Most Exciting Radio Club? 


i 
SJ 1956 
2016 
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The Club Fair Lawn ARC is the fastest growing ham club around, 
with five operating positions in a permanent clubhouse. Visitors and guests 
are always welcome. The club is open every Friday night, except when there 
is a Kawfee Tawk scheduled, from NLT 6:30 PM. Business meetings are the 
first Friday of the month at 7:30PM. 


2022 Officers, Committees and Assignments 


President 
Vice President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Trustee 
Trustee 


Trustee 
Field Day 


Member Services 
Health & Welfare 


Marketing 


Program 


Video/YouTube 
Social Media 


Photographer 


Community Relations 


Hamfest and Auction 


Education 


Net Scheduler 
Contests 
FLARC Historian 


Webmaster 


Technical 


RACES/ARES Director 
RACES/ARES Liaison 
Newsletter Editor 
Newsletter Publisher 


Quartermaster 
W2NPT Trustee 
NK2H Trustee 


President serves as ex officio to all committees 
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Nomar Vizcarrando 
David Corsello 
Bruce Kalogera 
David Gotlib 

Ed Efchak 

Fred Wawra 


Brian Cirulnick 


Noel Pagan 
Steve Rosman 
Steve Wraga 


Judith Shaw 


Ed Efchak 

Nomar Vizcarrando 
Jim Cooper 

Dave Corsello 


Ed Efchak 


Thom Guida 

Thom Guida 

Dave Marotti 
Giovanni Lucero 
Gene Ottenheimer 
Dave Gotlib 

Ed Efchak 

Gene Ottenheimer 
Bill Leger 

Bruce Kalogera 

Bill Kelly 

Earle "Skip" Barker 
Paul Brennan 


Brian Cirulnick 
Lowell Vant Slot 
Fred Belghaus 
Jim Cooper 


Jim Cooper 
Paul Cornett 
Brad Kerber 
Fred Wawra 
Steve Rosman 


Dave Gotlib 
Steve Wraga 
Ed Efchak 
Jim Cooper 


Brian Cirulnick 
Paul Cornett 


Ed Efchak 


NP4H 
KD2JIP 
NJ2BK 
KD2MOB 
WX2R 
W2ABE 


KD2KLN 
W2MSA 


KA2YRA 
WA2BYX 


KC2LTM 


WX2R 
NP4H 
Ww2Jc 
KD2JIP 


WX2R 


W2NZ 


W2NZ 
NK2Q 
K2GIO 
wo2w 
KD2MOB 
WX2R 
wo2w 
WA2WL 
NJ2BK 
NB1LL 
KD2BRV 
N6FB 


KD2KLN 
W2DLT 
W2AAB 
Ww2JCc 


w2Jc 
Wwa2iP 
KM2C 
W2ABE 
KA2YRA 


KD2MOB 
WA2BYX 
WX2R 
Ww2JC 


KD2KLN 
Wwa2iPp 
WX2R 


FLARC Nominates James Gallo 
KB2FMH for POTA Outstanding 
Operator Award 


On behalf of the Portable Ops Special Interest 
Group, the club is proud to nominate 
James Gallo KB2FMH for the POTA Outstanding 
Operator Award. 


James recently returned from the very exciting 
DXpedition to K7K, Kiska Island in Alaska, where 
he was a very active member of the team 
activating this rare and inaccessible location, 
which he helped get designated as POTA K-0143. 
See https://www.qrz.com/db/K7K for details. 

Tens of thousands of QSOs were made including 
over 8,000 POTA contacts, to all 50 states and 


the District of Columbia as well as 94 countries 
on all 7 continents including Antarctica. 


They really did talk around the planet from there 
to 35 zones and over 3500 grids. Well deserved! 


DE Steve KA2YRA 


NA2070° ~~ K-0143: “ 


KISKA ISEAND, ALASKA 
—. 2022 Expedition 
RO81sw | CQ Zone 1 | ITU Zone 1 KL7RRC 


FLARC: 


The Friendliest Club Around! 


Continued on page . 
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2022 FLARC Kawfee Tawk Programs 


Presenter Program 


September 23, 2022 Howard Bernstein WB2UZE | How to Learn and Have Fun with Morse Code 
and Jim Cross W6JIM 


SIG Group Participation 
as of August 30, 2022 


Here is an update on the roster of Special Interest 
Groups...most groups have increased in size during 
& the last month: 
Contesting 14 
Digital Voice 35 
Hidetsugu Yagi's 130th Birthday Google Doodle DX 
EmComm 
FT8 
Follow FLARC ON THE WEB ne nOnne 
Portable Ops 
Raspberry pi 
Satellite 


Facebook: http://facebook.FairLawnARC.org 


Twitter: @FairLawnARC FLARC General 


Blog: http://blog.FairLawnARC.org : 
Sign up for a group... or... 


hy not start one? 
Youtube: http://youtube.FairLawnARC.or; eae 


Website: http://FairLawnARC.org Contact webmaster@FairLawnARC.org 
if you would like to start a new 


Special Interest Group. 
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The Clubhouse 
Is Open 
THREE Fridays 
In September!! 


September 2 OPEN - Business Meeting 

September 9 OPEN 

September 16 OPEN — with POW/MIA Special Event 
CLOSED FOR KAWFEE TAWK 


September 23 
September 30 OPEN 


And Stand-by for Other 
Open Days or Evenings! 


PopUp Tuesdays are now in-person at the club 
as well as in the Zoom-room. 


The club will follow all borough COVID-19 requirements for these events. 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
HELP OPERATE! 


los DOW/MIA * + + 
¥ J RECOGNITION DAY 


wet 


POW/MIA RECOGNITION DAY SPECIAL EVENT STATION 
Friday, September 16" 
2PM-8PM EDT (or later) 


NJ QSO PARTY 
Saturday, September 17" 


Noon until Midnight EDT 


See Van W2DLT, Ed WX2R or Nomar NP4H for more details. 
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Member Profile 


Today here we present an article by Martin Butera (PT2ZDX/LU9EFO), who is a journalist and radio amateur who 
works for several prominent publications in our hobby, including CQ America and CQ Japan magazines. 


This is the story of one of our most recent partner, our dear Ahmed J. Perez (W2/HC2AP), an Ecuadorian radio 
amateur, who traveled looking for a new and better life in New York and thanks to our hobby of radio amateur, he 
was able to find support and make new friends, while awaiting the final arrival of his family. 


We thank our colleague Martin Butera (PT2ZDX/LU9EFO), for sharing this first and nice article, especially for our 
newsletter. 


Nomar Vizcarrondo 
NP4H 


werez 
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se NYC Transit Bus 
BG Kersontuest East New York 
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-F : Bat flathusty Av 


ds t Av 
Pera 


F 
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CEMETERY : , “F B44 Nostiitit 
“ ‘ P Green Bus Lines 
035 Marine Pawy Badge 
Command Bus Co 
B103 Canarsie 


By: Martin Butera 
PT2ZDX / LUS9EFO 
martin_butera@yahoo.com.ar 


The title of this article could well be: An Ecuadorian conquers New York or it could also be the fascinating story 
of colleague Ahmed J. Perez (W2/HC2AP), who is making his American dream come true. 


Regardless of the title of this article, this is a true story, a special interview for our newsletter, a small fragment of 
the many stories behind the harsh Ecuadorian immigration in New York, where sacrifices and separations are 
commonplace, but also friendship and solidarity. 
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Those of us who make this newsletter are proud to be part of a community of friends passionate about amateur 
radio, who know that they have a commitment to help each other among colleagues from all over the world. 


The Ecuadorian economy has been experiencing one of its worst crises for many years: low employment and low 
wages, added to this the strong impact of the pandemic due to the corona virus, made our interviewee think about 
seeking a better future for himself and his family in another country. 


Many of us are not aware of how important it is to have friends, even more so when we have to leave everything 
behind to go live in a new country, where there is a different culture, a different language. In other words, this 
means that the migratory project does not necessarily end with entering the United States, but with the possibility 
of properly integrating into that new society. 


From the moment that Ahmed J. Perez (W2/HC2AP), living in New York, knew that he needed to make friends for 
support and not feel so alone, while awaiting the arrival of his wife and 6-year-old son in the United States, he 
needed to join groups with interests matching his own. 


Of course, better than finding friends and support via radio, one of the first to provide support, not for nothing was 
another, the Romanian immigrant, the talented and renowned expeditionary Adrian Ciuperca (KO8SCA). 


Other friends who helped keep him from feeling so lonely included members of super game show station K1TTT, 
as well as members of the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club, where he is currently a member. 


| invite you through this article to learn about the fascinating story of my colleague Ahmed J. Perez (W2/HC2AP), 
a colleague who knows that the passion for amateur radio is enjoyed with good friends. 


: et MCW ( “4 
Image: Ahmed J. Perez (W2/HC2AP), working satellites from Flushing Meadows Park, 
north of Queens, New York City, United States 


The Only Newsletter In The World That Gives A Damn About FLARC www.FairLawnARC.org Page 11 


Fair Lawn (NJ) Amateur Radio Club newsletter * The Resonator * September 2022 


Martin Butera (PT2ZDX/LU9EFO): | will begin to ask you, when did you decide to leave your country, Ecuador? 


Ahmed J. Perez (W2/HC2AP): I've been thinking about it since the beginning of 2021. In the end | made the 
decision to leave in April of the same year and on May 19, 2021 | arrived in NYC, so I've been living here for more 
than a year. 


Martin Butera (PT2ZDX/LU9EFO): How do you make a living in Brooklyn? 


Ahmed J. Perez (W2/HC2AP): | work for a company that rents points of sale for events and festivals of all kinds. 
| am in charge of setting up, managing and dismantling the wireless infrastructure and guaranteeing the 
connection of these points of sale. 


Martin Butera (PT2ZDX/LU9EFO): Tell me how it was that you met your colleague Adrian Ciuperca (KO8SCA)? 


Ahmed J. Perez (W2/HC2AP): To tell you how | met Adrian | have to let you know this first. At first when | first 
arrived in NYC, | lived in Queens, in a neighborhood called Woodside, with a majority population of Ecuadorians 
and Filipinos, | had only arrived a week before and he lived in a small room that he rented to an Ecuadorian family. 


| remember that | felt so lonely and bored that afternoon, that | wrote an email to a colleague who visited Ecuador 
several times named Rick Dorsch (NE8Z), | asked him if he knew any radio amateurs who lived in NYC to make 
friends and have someone with whom talk about some common activity, since | only went from work to my room 
and | didn't know anyone. | didn't have any social life and that was leaving me very bad. 


Rick gave me Adrian's contact and indeed it was... We met a couple of weeks later to go eat some Asian food in 
Manhattan. We met in person and struck up a good friendship that continues to this day. He helped me a lot in 
New York. 


wN'| a a 
i, SS j 
\S 4 
7 Image: Ahmed J. Perez (W2/HC2AP), together with Adrian Ciuperca (KO8SCA), 
on their first meeting, eating Asian food in Manhattan 
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Martin Butera (PT2ZDX/LUSEFO): How did you become part of the K1TTT contest station Team? 


Ahmed J. Perez (W2/HC2AP): It was thanks to the contacts of Adrian Ciuperca (KO8SCA). All last year he took 
me as his guest to the different talks about the different expeditions in which he participated and in the promotions 
of his next expedition to Bouvet Island (3YOJ), that he gave at different HamFests in other states. 


Timidly, one day | told him that | wanted to be part of a contest club or station and that is where Adrian connects 
me with the Yankee Clipper Contest Club (YCCC), through Ken (WO1N) who, by the way, was a wonderful host 
during the Northeast HamXposition. After this Ken talks about me and my experience in contests from Ecuador 
like HC2ZAP, HC2GRC and HC@T to the dinner attendees we had that night during HamXposition. 


That dinner, if | remember correctly, will have happened in August 2021. In September | got an email from Edward 
(NT2xX) telling me that Ken had given him my email telling him that | was interested in operating a contest station. 


So it was that Edward magically invited me to operate at K1TTT. By then | had already moved to Brooklyn and NT2X 
also lives in this neighborhood, so we left together driving to Massachusetts, along with colleague Allen (N2KW). 


This was for CQWW SSB 20271. After the contest is over the station host Dave offers me to come back whenever 


| want. In the next contest | went to, | already had a headset with my callsign written on it. It was a gesture | will 
never forget. 


a, 


Image: The headset with its written callsign, a gesture that 
Ahmed J. Perez (W2/HC2AP) appreciated. 
| will never forget the members of K1TTT 
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Martin Butera (PT2ZDX/LU9EFO): How did you become a member of the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club? 


Ahmed J. Perez (W2/HC2AP): Out of curiosity | happened to check the hamfest calendar in the USA and saw 
that the Dayton Ham fest in Ohio was days away, so | contact Rene Villavicencio (K2IN/HC5CW), an Ecuadorian 
radio amateur who lives in New Jersey. He tells me that he is driving with 2 Puerto Rican friends, Nomar (NP4H) 
and Noel (W2MSA), from the club where he is a member and that there is room for me in the car. 


Without a doubt, | went on an adventure and we had a trip of around 9 hours, where we had enough time to get to 
know each other and talk about everything. 


On the way Nomar (NP4H) tells me that he is the president of FLARC and that they have a small chapter 
sponsored by the Fair Lawn town and that | am welcome to come whenever | want. After everyone had a great 
time in Dayton, | checked my email and | saw that | have an application to be a member of FLARC signed by 
Nomar himself. It was something that | honestly did not expect and it filled me with great joy. 


From that moment | wanted to get more involved with the activities of the club, which although it is about 2 hours 
from Brooklyn, the energy radiated by all its members is incredible. 


Image: Ahmed J. Perez (W2/HC2AP) and Rene Villavicencio (K2IN/HC5CW), 
arriving at Dayton Hamfest 


i>) 


, Ahmed J. Perez (W2/HC2AP), 
Nomar (NP4H) and Noel (W2MSA) at the Dayton Contest Dinner 
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Martin Butera (PT2ZDX/LU9EFO): By the way, speaking of Dayton, you became well known among the Hispanic 
community of radio amateurs by transmitting the event online with incredible success. Tell me how was that 
experience? 


Ahmed J. Perez (W2/HC2AP): | broadcast a live video from my YouTube channel. | shared the link between the 
WhatsApp and Telegram groups where it was part. | did not think it would receive a tremendous audience. | made 
two Live Videos, one from the first day, the other from the second. 


In the first one | had more than 3000 real-time views connected, it was crazy. | had radio amateurs from all 
Spanish-speaking countries, asking me questions, sending greetings, asking me to visit different stands to see 
what the different brands and clubs had to offer . 


The second video was the same, maybe a little shorter, since we had to leave early due to a storm, but | never 
thought it would have such an impact among the Spanish-speaking community. 


Martin Butera (PT2ZDX/LUSEFO): We know that you already have a US callsign, tell us how was the process to 
obtain your North American callsign? 


Ahmed J. Perez (W2/HC2AP): Yes, | already have a call sign here in the United States of America. Here | am 
KD2ZOE. | don't use it yet because | want a vanity call sign and that will be the one | will go on the air with 
definitively - meanwhile | continue to go out as W2/HC2AP. 


The process was very simple, | got my tech class in Dayton and my general class at Sussex County Hamfest. 
Now | am preparing to take the extra class exam and be able to get a vanity call sign. 


Martin Butera (PT2ZDX/LUSEFO): We know that you are very active in satellites, what are the differences that 
you found in practicing satellites within Ecuador and now in Brooklyn? 


Ahmed J. Perez (W2/HC2AP): The difference is abysmal, between Ecuador and here in the United States, 
although at the moment | am only doing QSOs on FM satellites. 


In the case of Ecuador, for me it was a little more fun and exciting, since for each pass, whatever the satellite, 
| could work with different countries such as Cuba, Argentina, Brazil, Peru, Colombia, Venezuela, Puerto Rico, 
Panama, El Salvador, Costa Rica, Mexico, southern states of the USA such as Florida, Texas and of course 
stations in other areas of Ecuador. Obviously this is due to the geographical location of my city Guayaquil, which 
covers the entire equatorial zone of the Pacific, west coast of the profile South American. 


Compared to where | am now located, which is the North Atlantic, east coast of the United States of America, 
here, on the other hand, on the FM satellites | only listen to stations from other areas of the USA and if | am lucky 
someone from Canada. 


| understand, based on the comments of other radio amateurs here in the USA, that there is more activity on 
linear satellites (side band) than on FM satellites and that the footprint of these linear satellites is a little wider 
and a little more variety can be heard. So now |'m raising money to prepare a station that allows me to work 
linear satellites. 


Martin Butera (PT2ZDX/LUSEFO): What do you recommend to start in satellites? 


Ahmed J. Perez (W2/HC2AP): Start with FM satellites first, it doesn't require as much equipment and you can 
practically work with a $30 Handy Talkie and a homemade antenna, so you can get used to the operation 
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listening to the passes based on your location, understanding the Doppler effect and how to follow satellites with 
degrees, azimuth elevation, etc. 

The first thing basically is always to listen, listen and listen. 


For those who want to start practicing satellites, | recommend starting with the FM ones, since the Doppler effect 
is less and, therefore, it is easier. They can start with the SO50 AO91 AO92 ISS satellites. 


At first they can start with little money, an “lO” or “Arrow” type antenna for portable is enough. No fixed 
installations. In addition to these antennas | already mentioned, you can manufacture one yourself. With this you 
can have fun in satellites. 


Image: Ahmed J. Perez (W2/HC2AP), working satellites at 
Memorial Park, Fair Lawn, NJ 


x. 


Martin Butera (PT2ZDX/LU9EFO): Lastly, | know you're looking forward to your wife and son's arrival in New 
York. Tell me when this will happen? 


Ahmed J. Perez (W2/HC2AP): They will arrive in the month of August. The last trip | made to Ecuador was in 
September 2021, so from that date | only see them through video calls. 


| am super excited, | have been preparing everything for their arrival, from the apartment where | live now in 
Brooklyn, to my son's school. 


Having them away from me has been a great suffering. Forming a family, being together for 6 years and then 
having to make the decision to emigrate to another country without them, was something that hurt too much. 


| have been very lucky and | will join them just a year after arriving in New York. | know the case of other 
immigrants who do not get it so quickly. 
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Undoubtedly, amateur radio was my support. It is what helped me manage these emotions and feelings, stay 
active and interact with more radio amateurs. It helped me a lot to get along as well as possible being away from 


the family. 


Now | also have a new family who are radio amateurs here in the USA. They are the most positive, proactive, 
enthusiastic and kind people | have ever met in my life. 


They always want to integrate me into everything, they are super intense, in the best way. They call me, they 
write to me, they are worried about me, the place where | am going, they all want to meet me, they want to share 
something of themselves with me. 


Image: Ahmed J. Perez (W2/HC2AP), 
with his young son and wife 


All of us who are part of Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club want to welcome you 
to New York and New Jersey — and we wish you and your whole family a lot of success!! 


New York City is home to the largest population of Ecuadorians outside of Ecuador. 
These people are scientists, engineers, educators, lawyers, artists, executives, construction workers, etc. 
It is estimated that 738,000 Ecuadorians live in the United States, and in the tri-county area of New York alone, 


there are approximately 550,000 Ecuadorians. Of the total living in the United States, 39% are in the New York 
City metropolitan area; most reside in Queens, according to a Pew Research Center report released last year. 
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Ahmed J. Perez (W2/HC2AP), knows that dreams in his country are more difficult to achieve and is aware that the 
United States is the land of opportunity. 


In addition to being a radio amateur, he is a mindfulness practitioner. 


Mindfulness means paying attention consciously to the experience of the present moment with interest, curiosity 
and acceptance. 


This technique helped him to work hard and make a plan come true. With that focus, a lot of faith in himself and 
hope, he knew that success was only a matter of time... 


In addition to being employed by a company that rents “points of sale” for events and festivals of all kinds, alone, 
in a year, he has already set up his own company called NewFields, LLC, based in Brooklyn. It is a company that 
is responsible for providing communications solutions such as: Wi-Fi, two-way radio communication, IP telephony 
and other services. You can learn more about our friend's company at https://newfields.us/ 


Additional videos 
Ahmed J. Perez (W2/HC2AP), participating in contest station K1TTT 


https://youtu.be/R5yhOsjD_90 
https://youtu.be/r9jn52RKKRs 


https://youtu.be/JyhGdl4G3d8 


Ahmed J. Perez (W2/HC2AP), a unique, fresh and fun material — here are his recordings of the special online 
broadcast he made for the Dayton Hamvention 2022 


https://youtu.be/HOOt22VsZtQ 
https://youtu.be/oqdHUbPAhO! 
https://youtu.be/alUgMNIx7BE 


For more videos you can visit his channel https:/Awww.youtube.com/c/HC2AP/videos 
To communicate with Ahmed J. Perez (W2/HC2AP) you can do so by email ahmed.perez@gmail.com or by 


Telegram: @HC2AP and through his club's repeater (Fairlawn ARC), on the 145.470 MHz frequency, with a 
negative offset of 600 KHz and a PL tone of 167.9 Hz 
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AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


AMATEUR RADIO TESTING BY THE FAIR LAWN AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


On September 17, 2022, the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club will continue 
amateur radio test sessions on a modified basis. 


These sessions will be held at the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club. 
The location is at 10-10 20th Street, Fair Lawn, NJ 


The session starts at 9:15 AM. 


A document will be provided to you prior to the date to indicate the time assigned to you. 


You must have it with you to take the test. 


Prior to Testing: 
Send an email to wo2w@arrl.net requesting to book your spot. 


PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED ~ NO WALK-INS ACCEPTED. 


Upon Arrival: 


You must have a government issued ID such as a valid driver’s license or passport, 
a filled out Form 605, and 3 filled out copies of the FCC CSCE form. 


Please Bring With You: 


You MUST bring and WEAR personal PPE items including a face mask. 
2 pens and 2 pencils. None will be provided to you, due to possible virus transmission. 


Your FRN number, and (if licensed) a copy of your ham license or 
a valid CSCE (Certificate of Successful Completion Exam). 


Additionally, the $15.00 exam fee. This is payable in cash (exact amount is a must). 
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How to learn and have fun 
with Morse Code 


2022 FLARC September 23rd 
= Kawfee Tawk™ Series 


For many of us, learning Morse Code can be the biggest mental block one can have. Sure, you would like to learn 
it, but at times it is just like running against a brick wall. “There must be a method out there” you say. 


And there is. On Friday, September 23, you will learn how to overcome the CW scotoma with two of the best 
trainers and teachers on the subject. Howard WB2UZE and Jim W6JIM will go through the paces of how to get 
started and what to expect along your CW journey. 


This Kawfee Tawk session begins at 7:30 PM EDT and is available here: 


Join Zoom Meeting PHONE users only: 
Meeting ID: 815 0532 7488 815 0532 7488 
Passcode: CW 476833 


Howard Bernstein WB2UZE has been an active ham since 1965 and holds an Extra class license. He graduated 
from SUNY Albany in 1974 with a BS in Business Administration and shortly thereafter started a company in the 
import and export of industrial chemicals. Being partially retired at this time gave him the opportunity along 
with Rich K2UPS, to co-found the Long Island CW Club* in 2018. 


Besides having a passion for CW, Howard has a vintage gear (boat anchor) station made up of the gear he 
wanted to have as a young ham in the 1960s but could not afford back then. Outside of ham radio Howard 
enjoys travel, antiques and his 1956 Oldsmobile. Howard has also written a book: Fire Island Lighthouse 
Maritime Communications: A History Spanning 1859-1973 which centers around post WW2 Coast Guard 
transmitters still miraculously remaining at the Fire Island Lighthouse on Long Island. 


Jim Crites W6JIM lives in Walnut Creek, CA, retiring there after thirty years in the US Air Force. A ham since 1996, 
he notes that his last SSB QSO was in 2006. You might have worked him earlier as KF6FCV, 7J7ACM, or KF6FCV/TF. 
An Extra Class ham, he joined the Long Island CW Club in February 2019 in order to improve his own CW. He 
was invited to teach for the club six months later. He currently teaches a weekly Intermediate class that 
practices the back-and-forth protocol used in a CW QSO. 


This should be an interesting and informative night and is a must for all those interested in how to overcome 
scatomas and learn CW. So, save the date — Friday, September 23", 2022 at 7:30 PM EDT -- for this important 
and always timely discussion. For more information, please visit the club's website at www.FairLawnARCrc.org 
or call 201-791-3841. 


When you log in, please show your FIRST NAME and your CALL SIGN. 


For more information, please visit the club's website at http://www.FairLawnARC.org — or call 201-791-3841. 
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“The Friendliest Club Around” 


A Thanks To Our 2022 FLARC Hamfest 


Sponsors, Donors, Vendors and Guests! 
You Made for a Great Day! 


Q ALPHA® ; Reto ' ¥, ARRL 
A NTE N N A ‘ S Amateur Radio* 


‘cy Bioenno Powere) (BB) Easy Way Ham Books 


~ 
FlexRadio 


KB Cubed LLC 7 (t-1)) HE) 


pg oF WAYNE ELECTRONICS LLC Cs) winter TREE MEDIA LLC 


MADE IN USA 


Hamsource.com 


e 250+ Visitors — An increase over 2021! 
e 46 Vendors — An increase over 2021!! 


See You Next Year! 
Save The Date!! 


June 10, 2023 


httos://hamfest.FairLawnARC.or 
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Ever Been to W1AW? 


We’ve been invited to visit ARRL Headquarters in 
Newington for a site visit and to operate W1AW. 


If you have never been there, it is a fun day and a 
chance to always say that you operated there. 


We have no date scheduled but are looking at 
some time in October. 


If you are interested in going, drop Ed WX2R an 
email at wx2r@arrl.net and he will start a list and 
finalize a possible date. 


Special Note: As non-profit, the IRS now requires 
that we disclose annually the use of paid lobbyists to our 
members and indicate approximately what percentage of 
their dues goes toward that. 0% of your 2021 dues 
payment will be used by the club to directly pay a lobbyist 
firm to lobby on behalf of all our members regarding 
pending legislation that impacts our hobby. 


It’s Back!! 
The 2023 FLARC Member Survey 


The 2023 edition of the FLARC member survey will 
again be hitting your mailbox right after 
Thanksgiving. It promises to be shorter than previous 
years, but here is your chance to make your 
contribution to the questionnaire. 


Anything you want to know from the members? 
Drop Ed WX2R an email at wx2r@arrl.net and he will 
write the question and get it into the design. 


These surveys have helped plan the growth of this 
club and is always a program topic. 


Stay tuned — send in your topics or questions!! 


Fair Lawn Street Fair 
Is October 23!! 


We are scheduled to participate at the 2022 
Fair Lawn Street Fair on River Road. We will 
need volunteers as always for a fun event. Shake 
hands... kiss babies (well, maybe not this year!). 


Contact Ed WX2R at wx2r@arrl.net 
if you want to help. 
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Get Direct With FLARC! 
Here is a direct link to specific club info: just a click away! 


htip://apparel.FairLawnARC.org 
http://auction.FairLawnARC.org 
htip://blog.FairLawnARC.org 
http://calendar.FairLawnARC.org 
htip://events.FairLawnARC.org 
http://exams.FairLawnARC.org 
http://facebook.FairLawnARC.org 
htip://news.FairLawnARC.org 
http://swap.FairLawnARC.org 
htip://tech.FairLawnARC.org 
http://youtube.FairLawnARC.org 


https://groups.io/g/FairLawnARC 


Online License Testing! 


Are you looking to get your license or upgrade 
without leaving your home? All you need is a 
laptop computer with a video camera. 


There are number’ of sites listed on 


hamstudy.org/sessions These folks will walk you 


through taking an exam online. 


| have worked with both WB5QNG and AA7HW. If 
you have any questions, please contact me at 


mStevenk2sab@gmail.com 


73, 
Steven Boston K2SAB 
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FLARC To Participate in the 
42 Annual Green Fair in Hawthorne 
on September 11". 


The FLARC Council has approved the club’s 
participation in the 12" annual Hawthorne Green 
Fair from 1000-1330 at the Hawthorne library on 
Sunday, September 11th. 


An Environmental Commission member saw us at 
the Great Falls Earth Day event and thought we 
would complement their activities. Tentative 
plans would see a display table, a small 
operating setup and, hopefully, Larry WA2ALY as 
Morse Man if he's available. 


If you would like to volunteer at this event, please 
let Ed WX2R know of your interest. 


Should be a fun day... rain date is Sunday, 
September 18". 


REEN 
GREEN 


~ Green Fair 


— 
=ACC 


POW MIA Day Is September 16 


The club is scheduled to participate for the first 
time in this annual event. As one of ten stations 
nationwide, we will be operating as K4MIA/ 2. 


As of press time, we will be operating from the 
clubhouse from approximately 2PM — 8PM. Most 
contacts will be USB, but we can also operate CW 
and digital as we please. 


We need operators!! It’s not a contest but an 
Operating event to get out the word about this 
always-important day and cause. See Ed 
wx2r@arrl.net 


We’ve invited local veterans groups to stop by as 
well to round out the day. Please volunteer as 
time allows. Thanks!! 


PON kkk KK 


0) POW/MI 
<2 RECOGNITION DAY 
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Club Apparel — 
Get Them While They're RED! 


Club apparel is always in vogue. Red is always 
"in" and your club friends all have them... you 
want a shirt or jacket for the next FLARC event! 
Great for Field Day! 


Don't forget.... they're easy to order. 
Goto www.hamthreads.com 


or visit http://apparel.FairLawnARC.org 


Check out the item selection that is posted on 
the FLARC website (with pictures and prices). 
Order the shirts or other items you want with 
either the regular FLARC logo or the still-cool 
60th anniversary logo. Note: RED is the primary 
and preferred club standard shirt color. 


. FR nS 
=. 5 


It’s easy to spot FLARC members 
with their red club shirts! 


2022 FLARC Nets On The 
W2NPT Repeater: 


Near and Far Net Mondays at 8PM 
Health and Welfare Net Wednesdays at 7PM 


W2NPT and NJ2BS Repeaters 
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The First-Ever FLARC Operating 


Double-Header Events 
Save September 16" and September 17" for back-to- 
back operating events at the clubhouse. 


e September 16": POW/MIA Day 
Special Event Station operating as KAMIA/2 


e September 17": NJ QSO Party as W2NPT 


We will need operators so please save the date! 
Thanks!! Both are important and fun events! ! 


Remember: 
Ham Radio Is A Contact Sport! 


BEQUEATHS AND DONATIONS 


Planned gifts usually imply the family donation of amateur 
equipment to the club when someone has become a Silent Key. 
But it can be more. Club members might consider making a gift 
through a will or trust; gifts that help provide lifetime income to 
the club. Consult with your lawyer, estate planner or tax advisor 


if you feel such as gift is worthy. 


About The Club 

The Resonator is published monthly and is the 
official (and only) newsletter of The Fair Lawn 
Amateur Radio Club. FLARC was established in 
1956 and has met continuously since inception. 
The club is sponsored by the Borough of Fair 
Lawn. The club meets every Friday, except when a 
Kawfee Tawk is scheduled, at 6PM at the club 
station in The Fair Lawn Community Center, 10-10 
20th Street, Fair Lawn, NJ. Business meetings are 
the first Friday of the month at 7:30 PM at the 
club, and on Zoom. 


Visitors ARE ALWAYS welcome at our meetings. 


FLARC operates the W2NPT repeater (145.470- 
PL167.9) located high atop the Community 
Center. The analog repeater is open to all 
amateurs for use without restrictions. 


The club has over one hundred fifty paid members. 
Dues are currently $25 per year; 
S20 for new members. 
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Content and opinions expressed’ by 
contributors do not necessarily reflect the 
policies of the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club, 
its Officers, or members. Contributors grant 
express permission to FLARC to distribute 
articles in this or any issue of The Resonator. 
Authors also grant express permission for the 
use and/or repurposing of these articles, in 
part or in full, in other publications with credit 
to the original author and to The Resonator. All 
material is copyright ©2022. Do not copy or 
reproduce any of this material without the 
written permission of FLARC. 


FLARC MEMBERSHIP - 


FLARC membership for a NEW member is only 
= $20 for the first year... renewals are $25 / year. 


: Will we have more than 200 members by then 
= end of 2022? That would be just amazing !! 


MARKETING COMMITTEE NEWS 


The Publicity Committee is now the Marketing 
Committee and is working to spread the good 
words about FLARC and help get all members 
involved. Interested in joining? 
Drop a note to wx2r@arrl.net. 


FAIR LAWN'S 
COMMUNICATIONS CENTER! 
With Our Antennas On The Roof! 
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Blood Donors Needed 
In This Time of Emergency 


The Red Cross and related organizations are in 
great need for blood donations since most 
corporate blood drives have been cancelled. This 
has become acute recently. Especially in these days 
of Covid. 


Communitybloodservices.com has a network of 
offices open during the week and would really 
welcome folks making appointments to donate 
blood. 


Thanks! 


American 
Red Cross 


More On The POW/MIA Day Event 


The club will be participating in this year’s annual 
commemoration for POW/MIAs for the first time. 


As of mid-August, there are about 13 stations 
participating across the country. The event’s QSL 
is below and a story about the event will be 
featured in an upcoming issue of QST. Yes, K4AMIA 
will be operating from the helicopter!! 


As always, operators are needed. We are planning 
to operate from the clubhouse on Friday, 
September 16” from 2PM-8PM and we have 
invited local veteran’s groups to stop in and join us. 


i P 


2022 K4MIA QSL card 
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FLARC August 13, 2022 
VE Testing Results 


With VE testing back on schedule, Gene WO2W reports 
the following results: 


James Motacki KD2ZXW Technician 


K2TPT 
KD2WUSJ 
KD2WQT 
KD2WVR 
KD2WVQ 
W2JMD 


Technician 
General 
General 

Technician 

Technician 

Extra 


Rafael Gonzalez 
Kurt Rieger 
Joseph Zavaglia 
Zoltan Laszlo 
Douglas MacLaren 
Joseph DeRose 


Testing for September will be at the 
Fair Lawn Recreation Center - with "Covid Restrictions." 


See page 3 of this Resonator copy, and also the 
FLARC website for the latest details. 


Nine Special Interest Groups [SIGs] 
Already Formed: Any Others? 

Post lockdown, club interest continues to grow in 
the SIGs. So far, we have the Radio Monitoring 
Group and a Digital Voice Modes, group thanks to 
KD2DRS and NP4H. There is also an FT8 SIG. And a 
POTA SIG headed up by Noel W2MSA plus a DX SIG. 
Also EmComm (Emergency Communications) and 
the Contesting SIG, managed by Van W2DLT. And 
the Monitoring (SWL) SIG. 


Recently formed: the Raspberry pi and Arduino SIG. 


Other possible groups, from the member survey, 
include: 


Radio Propagation 

Antennas and how they work 
Kit building 

Ham radio software) 


Anyone interested in leading any of these groups...? 


Please contact webmaster@FairLawnARC.org 
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FLARC Auction Update 


FLARC’s successful 2022 ham fest was approximately three months ago. In approximately three months 
FLARC will have their our 2022 auction. Then comes FLARC’s annual holiday party and the year’s end. 
What happened to 2022? 


The club implemented many positive changes for the 2021 auction. The most notable was the software 
developed by Dave Corsello KD2JIP, which streamlined our auction process. We are hoping that more 
sellers will register and list their items in advance of the auction. This will allow the entire ham radio 
community to know in advance what to expect at our auction. 


The auction machine is now running at slow speed. My main job this year is to streamline our auction 
process even more and eliminate the bottle necks that appeared last year. The physical layout of the 
auction will change this year. 


| would like a full head count of all volunteers before the day of the auction because | want everyone to 
know their job beforehand. 


Brian Cirulnick KD2KLN has volunteered to oversee identifying FLARC items that will be auctioned in 
November. FLARC will be seller number one in Dave’s auction software and Brian will handle the 
listings. 


| need a volunteer to handle the Silent Auction. The Silent Auction was reconciled at the end of the 
main auction in 2021. Our Silent Auction will be reconciled around 8:00pm this year. If interested, 
please contact me ASAP. 


| need a volunteer to run our 50/50. If interested, please contact me ASAP. 
| will be reaching out to other volunteers from 2021 to see if they want to perform the same tasks this year. 


In closing, FLARC will gladly accept donations of ham radio related items for our auction! Best Regards, 


Bill Leger WA2WL 
2022 FLARC Auction Chairman. 


SAVE THE DATE 
The FLARC Auction is Friday, November 25" 
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The Way We Were 
By Fred Belghaus W2AAB 


“What’s On?” — Part 1 


Image from May, 1926 QST, courtesy ARRL 


Imagine that you’re living in the New York metropolitan area, and the year is 1928. After 
coming home from work, you have dinner and move into your living room for an 
evening’s relaxation. You wouldn’t turn on the TV, because it hadn’t been invented yet. 
At least, not the kind that people think of today. 


Oh, there were a handful of experimenters tinkering with television, but you’d need a 
receiver capable of tuning outside the standard AM broadcast band, plus additional 
equipment to see the very crude, indistinct images. No, you’d do the natural thing for 
1928: you’d turn on your radio. 


If you made a decent salary in 1928, you wouldn’t want to buy just “any” radio. There 
were lots of cheap sets that didn’t cost much, and that didn’t work very well either. 
If you were smart enough, you’d know that the radio had to be one of the “better” 
ones because there were so many stations on the air that you needed a radio good 
enough to pull in the weak, low power ones running only 100 Watts, and sometimes 
even less. 


You'd also want an A.C. model — one that didn’t need “A” batteries, “B” batteries, and 
“C” batteries with wires dangling all over your living room; but one that just plugged 
into the wall outlet, assuming that your neighborhood had A.C., and not D.C. 


In short, you’d want the best radio you could afford that had all these features, even 
though you knew it would take months before you could save up enough to buy it and 
pay all your other bills, too. So of all the models at your neighborhood radio store, you 
very likely settled on one model in particular. 


It was the moderately priced Grebe “Synchrophase A-C Six,” made by the A.H. Grebe 
Company, right in New York City. Grebe was a well known and respected brand in those 
days, having produced some of the best “high-end” radios on the market, so that would 
probably be your choice. 


In 1928, the average annual salary in the United States was $1,490. [1] That’s $28.65 
per week, and equivalent to a 2022 salary of just under $26,000. [2] 


The Grebe table radio cost $24.50 (equivalent to $424.49 in 2022 dollars). 


Continued on next page. 
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AUTOMOBILE TRADE JOURNAL 125 


Get it etter with a Grebe 
Built for Permanence 


if Be the consumer the higher price of the Grebe radio 

carries the assurance of permanent satisfaction that ex- 
perience has shown is not to be found in hastily constructed 
“bargains” To the dealer it means permanent good will and 
a minimum of bothersome servicing. 


Every Grebe Synchrophase receiver has been accepted by 
trade and public as the highest standard of radio excellence— 
and has remained the standard. for years after its introduction. 


Send for Booklet AJ 


A. H. Grebe & Co., Inc. 
109 W. 57th St., New York City 
Factory: Richmond Hill, N. Y. 


Western Branch: 443 So. ae Pedro St. 
Los Angeles, Cali 


Makers of quality radio since 1909 


Grebe Buckeye Consoles No. 2249 Tables 


This beautiful cabinet has The trend toward 

be ae cegtes fe oe “radio furniture” 
rebe rophase ree, 3 

Six et the See ee Saree See anya besa 


ev has a —— partment a partic~ 
pipet: See eas 2 ularly desirable 
which will accommodate =— m adjunct Gs. spies 
either a dynamic or mag- - Grebe hom 

netic type speaker. “ List ‘ilcs 


List price (console only) (table only) 
$2450 


Grebe 
Synchrophase 
A-C Six 


A.H. Grebe ad for “Synchrophase A-C Six” table model in 1928 (Bottom figure) 
Image: eBay 


But you’d need a loudspeaker, too. A moderately priced Grebe speaker sold for $35.00 
in 1928, [3] ($606.41 in 2022 dollars). The total cost of the radio plus loudspeaker in 
1928 would be $59.50 (there were no sales taxes in those days). So, if you earned 
$1,490 per year in 1928, ($28.65 per week), you’d have to save $11.44 per week, or 
roughly 40% of your weekly salary to afford both the radio and the speaker. In reality, 
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you probably couldn’t afford to save that much and still pay your other bills, so you’d 
be saving up for many months to buy them both. Hopefully, by the time you had the 
money, the prices wouldn’t have gone up. 


But what would you hear on the AM broadcast band in 1928? Well, what suits you — 
a dance band playing Dixieland jazz from the Hotel Roosevelt? Al Jolson crooning in 
blackface? Or perhaps your tastes were more refined, and you preferred a live opera 
performance. If that doesn’t suit you either, how about listening to a fundamentalist 
preacher warning you about sin, hellfire and damnation? Or perhaps a program in the 
language of your immigrant parents from Sicily that you would also understand? 
You could have chosen any of these, and more. 


According to the official 1928 Government list, [4] there were 41 AM radio stations in 
the New York Metro area in those days. Let’s see who they were, who their licensees 
were, and learn a little more about some of them. Here’s a list of them by location; 
first, those in North Jersey. 


New Jersey CALL FREQ. POWER LICENSEE 


Carlstadt WHAP 1270 1,000 Defenders of Truth Society, Inc., 
(Washington Ave., Carlstadt) 


Cliffside WPAP 760 500 Palisades Amusement Park 
Cliffside WQAO 760 500 _ = Calvary Baptist Church 


Cliffside Park WCDA 1410 250 Italian Educational Broadcast Co., 
(434 Lafayette St., Brooklyn, NY) 


Coytesville 
(Fort Lee) WRNY Experimenter Publishing Co., 
(Roosevelt Hotel, New York City) 


Elizabeth WIBS New Jersey Broadcasting Corp., 
(80 Broad St., Elizabeth) 


Englewood Cliffs WHPP Bronx Broadcasting Co. 
Hoboken WMCA Hotel McAlpin (Greeley Square Hotel Co.) 
Hoboken WPCH Concourse Radio Corp. 


Jersey City WAAT Bremer Broadcasting Corp., 
(91 Sip Ave., Jersey City) 


Jersey City WKBO Camith Corp., 
(2866 Boulevard, Jersey City) 


Kearny WLWL Missionary Society of St. Paul the Apostle 
(415 W. 59" St., New York City) 
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New Jersey CALL FREQ. POWER LICENSEE 
Kearny WOR 710 5,000 L. Bamberger & Co., 
(147 Market St., Newark) 


Paterson WODA 1020 1,000 O’Dea Temple of Music 
(Richard E. O’Dea, 115 Ellison St.) 


Secaucus WGL 1020 1,000 International Broadcasting Corp. 
(Hotel Majestic, 115 Central Park West, 
New York City) 


Union City WBMS 100 WBMS Broadcasting Corp. 
(964 Bergenline Ave., Union City) 


Now, let’s take a closer look, with some detailed data. 


WHAP in Carlstadt was licensed to the “Defenders of Truth Society, Inc.” The only 
reference that | can find about this station (licensed to Brooklyn at the time) is that the 
call requested stood for “We Hold America Protestant.”[5] | can find nothing more 
about them, but it was evidently a (rather biased) religious broadcaster. 


WPAP was located at the once popular Palisades Amusement Park, whose property 
once extended into two towns, Palisades Park and Fort Lee. It closed in 1971 and was 
torn down. Today, the property hosts yet another pricey high rise apartment building. 
See WQAO (below) to find out what happened to WPAP. 


WQAO was licensed to Cliffside, and operated by fundamentalist preacher Rev. John R. 
Straton, Senior Pastor of the Calvary Baptist Church of New York on West 57" Street. 
They went on the air in 1923 and shared time with WHN and WPAP. In 1928, they 
bought out WPAP, and continued to operate both stations, later also sharing time with 
WRNY. In 1934 WQAO was bought out by WHN, which joined all these stations into 
one, continuing to air Rev. Straton’s program, the “Calvary Baptist Hour.” Rev. Straton 
campaigned passionately for Herbert Hoover, terrified that “Papist” Al Smith might 
become president. After suffering a stroke and nervous breakdown, Straton died of a 
heart attack in 1929. As late as 2020, one source reports [6] that his program was still 
being carried on WMCA, and also on shortwave station WWCR in Nashville. WQAO is 
believed to be the first religious broadcaster in New York City. [7] 


WRNY was operated by the Experimenter Publishing Company. That name may not 
ring a bell, except for old timers. They were once a major publisher of scientific, 
electrical, radio-electronic and science fiction periodicals geared to a general 
readership, and owned by well known inventor and futurist Hugo Gernsback. 
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AUGUST, 1916 15 CENTS Z 3Rp EDITION 1908 


ese lectrical | 


Experimenter 


POPULAR ELECTRICAL NEWS IbLUSTRATED 


CEE 


i Wolk 
| a all 
eal 


ELECTRO paige COMPANY 
87 Warren Street lve Hear: Maus 


Me//4 VX 
ih Lid SH | 


\’ 


“Everything for the Experimenter” | 


Two early Experimenter publications. Modern Electrics is believed 
to be the first publication for American amateur radio operators 
Images: Wikipedia 


They were. still publishing technical magazines in the 1970s, including 
Popular Electronics. During the 1930s, Experimenter Publishing also operated a 
shortwave broadcasting outlet. Their broadcast studio was at the Roosevelt Hotel at 45 
E. 45" Street, New York City. Unfortunately, WRNY fell on hard times in 1929, went 
bankrupt, and was purchased by Curtiss Aircraft, which operated it until 1934, [8] when 
it was absorbed by WHN along with two other stations (see WQAO and WPAP, above). 


WCDA was operated by the Italian Educational Broadcasting Company, and the call 
letters represented its associated Italian language newspaper Corriere D’America. [9] 
It was established in November 1927, its opening broadcast featured a welcome by 
New York Governor Al Smith, praising the station’s objective of the “Americanization” 
of recent Italian immigrants. [10] 


WHPP is listed under Englewood Cliffs, but they evidently had studios in the 
Borough of Bronx. This station wins the prize for having the lowest power of any 
station licensed in the New York area, a mere 10 Watts. The meaning of its call 
letters is unknown. 


WMCA, although listed in Hoboken, New Jersey, had studios at the McAlpin Hotel at 
Broadway and 34" Street in NYC, [11] whose call letters reflect the name of their 
original studio location. WMCA is best known for its pioneering of Top 40 radio in the 
1950s and ‘60s, and is still operating on 570 Kilohertz. 
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ERNIE GOLDEN - HIS ORCHESTRA 
and the 


HOTEL McALPIN 


NEW YORK CITY 
ARTHUR L, LEE MANAGING DIRECTOR 


INST 


ALU 


Wish to thank you for your expressions of 
appreciation of the program of station 


WMCA 


WAVE LENGTH 341 METERS 


NM 


SPEAKING! | 


6:30 P.M. TO 7:30 P.M. 11P.M. TO 12 P.M. 


Mondays F Tuesdays 
Wednesdays . Thursdays 
vidays P Saturdays 

= SUNDAY CONCERTS - 7:00 P.M. TO 7:30 P.M. 

EN A ANA AE ANN ES 


NT 


NAUMAN li AAA 


WMCA Promotional card, 1926 


WPCH (formerly WFBH) is shown as being operated by the Concourse Radio Corp., at 
the Park Central Hotel, with transmitter in Hoboken, remotely controlled. [12] 
A company identifying itself as “People’s Broadcasting Corp.,” and representing itself 
as being the operator of WPCH, filed a lawsuit against Batten Co. Inc., an advertising 
agency. People’s Broadcasting claimed that Batten had breached an oral contract with 
the station to provide sufficient advertising to cover the costs of WPCH carrying 
baseball games of the American and National Leagues. At the trial, however, the 
persons at Batten making the oral contract were found to have had no authority to 
do so. It also was discovered that despite People’s Broadcasting’s claims, they did not 
actually hold the station or operator’s license to legally operate WPCH, and that 
Concourse Radio Corp., the actual licensee, had merely contracted with them to use 
the station. Had Concourse Radio actually transferred the license privilege to another 
party without F.R.C. approval, it would have been in violation of F.R.C. regulations. 
Furthermore, People’s Broadcasting could not provide any proof that they had an 
arrangement with the licensee to transfer license authority to them. The court 
declared People’s Broadcasting claims were without merit, and on appeal in 1931, the 
Court affirmed this decision, adding costs. [13] 
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WAAT began as an amateur station with the call 21A, licensed to Frank V. Bremer of 
Jersey City. In December 1921, Bremer sold airtime to the Jersey Journal for one hour 
of programming for $50, and later joined forces with the Jersey Review to air programs 
twice a week. In those days, there were no restrictions on amateur stations 
broadcasting or selling airtime to commercial interests! 


- NOW OUR SOPRANO FRIEND 
1S GOING “TO SING THE , 
“FLOUR SONG FROM PILLSBURY ' 
= REMEmBER FELLOWS “THE 
SINGER OPENS HER OWN Hey. LAY OFF 
MAIL SO CONT HESITATE - THAT REGEIPT 
' ABOLDT WRITING TO HER mT 
Ff aee = GET WHAT 


c.7T.INGRAM f fi 
ANNCUNCER ‘ FRANK BREMER 


Vv. D. é OPERATOR AT 
(Before Volstesa De a WAAT BETTER 
AT WAAT KNOWN AS 
e 


2:IA 


322 NE Eos NOT, epee PSOTTEN 
He Ponwer ” NEWSPAPER” STATION OF Sr eas Se mee 


Cartoon poking fun at Frank Bremer’s station WAAT (actually amateur station 21A). 
Originally published in July, 1923 Radio News (via: Wikipedia) 


By 1922, Bremer was obliged to establish a commercial station, and by arrangement 
with the Jersey Review, formed WAAT as Bremer Broadcasting. He continued to 
operate WAAT until 1958. [14] They changed call in 1958 to WNTA, and changed call 
again in 1962 to WJRZ, including a move from Newark to Hackensack. In 1949, they 
operated TV Channel 13 as WAAW, later changed to WATV, and subsequently sold 
their TV outlet to Public Broadcasting. [15] 


They also operated WNTA-FM and TV, selling both to become WFME-FM and WNET-TV. 
WJRZ operated with a Country and Western format under Bergen Broadcasting until 
1971, when the station was sold to Pacific and Southern Broadcasting, and call letters 
changed to WWD4, with a format change to top 40. They then programmed “album cuts” 
in an effort to compete with FM stations, but failed to capture a sufficient audience. 
Ultimately, they became WNYM, now owned by Salem Media, with a conservative talk 
format. Your columnist was a studio and production engineer at WJRZ and WWD3 from 
1969 to 1972, and there are many stories than can be told about them. 
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WKBO, Jersey City, was operated by Charles E. Campbell, President of Camith Corp. 
The station existed from 1926 to 1931. In 1927, Campbell applied for a power increase 
from 500 to 5,000 Watts and a change in frequency from 1370 to 1400. [16] This 
request was denied, and by 1929, the station had moved to 1450 with a power 
reduction to 250 Watts. [17] 


WLWL was operated by the Missionary Society of St. Paul the Apostle, commonly 
known as the Paulist Fathers, a society founded in Rome and New York in 1858, and 
devoted to promoting conversions to the Catholic faith. [18] WLWL existed from 
September 1925 to June 1937. [19] In 1937, the call was changed to WBIL, which 
operated until 1940, and was then absorbed by WOV (later, WADO). By the 1940s, the 
call WLWL was one of several shortwave stations, including WLWO, operated by 
Crosley Broadcasting in Ohio, whose AM outlet was WLW. In the 1940s, these 
shortwave stations became part of the Voice of America. 


WOR was established in 1922, owned by L. Bamberger & Co., the once well known 
department store — its studio located in the sporting goods department at its flagship 
Newark location. [20] Its call was one of the earliest “assigned” calls for broadcasting 
stations in the United States. The transmitter originally ran 250 Watts, but is best 
known for its big 50,000 Watt signal from its transmitter in Carteret. In 1935, its initial 
broadcast from Carteret, was switched on remotely by President Franklin Roosevelt. 
The transmitter remained at Carteret until 1968 [21] and is presently located in 
Lyndhurst. [22] The call WOR was originally licensed to a ship, the S.S. California, 
owned by the Orient Lines, hence the “OR” in the call. [23] 


WODA in Paterson was originally licensed in 1926 to the “James K. O’Dea Radio and 
Victrola Shop” at 115 Ellison Street, on 1340 kilohertz with a power of 25 Watts. In 
1927, the licensee became Richard E. O’Dea (same address), under the company name 
of the “O’Dea Temple of Music,” with a power increase to 250 Watts, and a frequency 
change to 1020, sharing time with 1,000 Watt WGL in Secaucus. By 1930, WODA, 
WAAM and WGCP (soon to become WHBI) all shared their new frequency, 1250 kHz, 
with WODA - increasing power to 1,000 Watts. [24] 


When Richard E. O’Dea passed away in 1956, his obituary in the New York Times stated 
that at one time he had also owned WNEW and WOV (the predecessor of WADO), and 
that he had offered classes on radio. [25] 
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W.O. D. A: 
115 Ellison Street, Paterson, N. J. 


Station W.O. D. A. O'Dea’s Temple of Music, located 
at 115 Ellison Street, Paterson, N. J., certifies that you listened in 
on our program broadcast from our Studio 


be ALOR Ff FAL 


We thank you for acknowledging receipt of the program 
from Paterson, N. J. the Silk City’s Radio Station. 
Watch us grow. 
JAMES K. O'DEA 


} ” | 
Per Wn. Q. Jar ¢ 


What was the “O’Dea Temple of Music?” | finally found an answer. It was nothing 
more than a music store — it sold sheet music, piano rolls, records and Victrolas, as 
well as radios. The station’s and music shop’s location on Ellison Street was set up in 


the Exchange Building, the same building that had previously housed the defunct 
station WBAN. WODA’s first station slogan was “The Voice of the Silk City.” But 
there’s more. Richard O’Dea was also Paterson’s Commissioner of Education, and one 
of the programs on WODA in 1927 was the “WODA Free Grammar and High School of 
the Air,” which taught a variety of subjects by radio. It was one of the first educational 
uses of radio. The station even acted as a kind of “Police Radio,” airing two minute 
police bulletins ten times each day. [26] 


In 1942, WPAT took over from WODA at the same address. One final note about 
WPAT: | remember, many years ago, working a station on 2 meters, and the operator, 
Jim, located in Denville, had a lot to say about WPAT. His call was W2EPQ. | don’t 
remember all that he said, but only that he had been associated with the station. 
Well, | looked up that call in a 1970s Call Book, and got a surprise. W2EPQ was 
James V. Cosman... the original owner of WPAT! [27] Unfortunately, he never sent me 
a QSL. 


WGL was a station in Secaucus that had two operating periods from 1922 to 1928. 
First licensed from February 1922 until March 1925, (one unnamed source states they 
were already off the air in December 1924). They appeared on government license 
lists again from January 1927 until September 1928. [28] They were operated by the 
International Broadcasting Corp. Their first 1927 broadcast featured an address by 
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their president, Col. Lewis Landes, promising to “adhere to truth, to be free of 
partisanship, religious or political.” Their first studio and transmitter site was at the 
Hotel Majestic, 115 Central Park West, New York City [29], but in 1927, they moved 
their transmitter site to Secaucus. [30] They were originally on the non-standard 
frequency of 678 kilohertz, then 710. But the F.R.C. had subsequently approved the 
710 frequency for WOR. WGL applied for 720, and a battle ensued between them and 
WOR. The F.R.C. ruled in favor of WOR, and WGL was moved to 1020, sharing the 
frequency with WODA. [31] WGL became WOV, and later WADO, with further changes 
in frequency. 


WBMS was first licensed to WBMS Broadcasting, Inc. in Union City. The year it was 
first established is believed to be around 1925. Not much is known about this station 
except for one reference made to it in a long forgotten newspaper listing from about 
1929, stating that it was, by that time, licensed to the L. Bamberger Co., operator of 
the Bamberger’s department stores, and another reference stating that by 1933 the 
station had moved to Hackensack and that its license was being renewed. [32] The call 
WBMS by then was probably associated with the shortened name of Bamberger’s, 
“Bams.” Here’s a QSL from 1932: 


STATION WBMS 
4 Hackensack, N.d. 
1450 Ke. 250 Watts 


Dear Radio Friend: 


Vie hereby verify your report of Reception 


of ow Program on MARCH GY 1952 at ZIBA Ml. CST 


The you fo bun/Intevest. 
i jee ne Cordially yours, 


Frances Konneke, 
Program Director. 


We ao not issue Eko Stamps 


EKKO stamps were popular additions to 
broadcast station QSL cards during the 1920s 
and '30s, to serve as further proof that the 
confirmation was authentic. Here's an example 
of one from WCDA in Cliffside, one of the 
stations listed above. 
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One interesting thing about that card is the name of the announcer, “Brewster Lee.” 
| remember someone by the name of C. Brewster Lee, whose call was W2ADP and who 
lived in the West Englewood section of Teaneck. His name on the ham bands was 
given as “Lee,” and he was probably the same person. 


While working at WJRZ-WWDB5, | recall several station employees spending their lunch 
hour visiting the Packard’s store at 600 Main Street, Hackensack. Driving over there 
once, | noticed a single “windmill” type tower still on its roof, a remainder from its 
radio days as WBMS. Originally, there were two towers, with a multi-wire “flat-top” 
antenna strung between them, as was the prevailing style for AM radio stations in the 
1920s and early ‘30s. 


Here’s an old photograph of the Packard’s store, possibly dating from the late 1930s, 
showing both towers, but without the wire antenna: 


Old photograph of the Packard-Bamberger store in Hackensack with twin towers 
Image: Facebook, February 24, 2013 


If you’re interested in learning more about the history of the Packard-Bamberger store 
in Hackensack, its origins and ultimate demise in 1991, | would recommend the article 
at Note [33] below. Unfortunately, the author mentions nothing about its radio 
history, or WBMS. 


There’s still a lot more to tell, so next month, Part 2 of this column will cover the 
stations in New York City and if space permits, Long Island. 


Until next month, 73, 
Fred W2AAB NOTES are found on the following pages. 


The Only Newsletter In The World That Gives A Damn About FLARC www.FairLawnARC.org Page 37 


Fair Lawn (NJ) Amateur Radio Club newsletter * The Resonator * September 2022 


The Way We Were, continued. 


NOTES 


[1] McCourt, Mark J., “1928,” Hemmings Classic Car, August, 2005, reprinted at: 
https://www.hemmings.com/stories/article/1928 


[2] All 2022 dollar equivalences derived from: “U.S. Inflation Calculator,” at: 
https://www.usinflationcalculator.com 


[3] “1928 Paper Ad Grebe Six Point Radio Speaker...,” eBay, at: 
https://www.ebay.com/itm/311956951469 


[4] “Commercial and Government Stations of the United States: Edition June 30, 1928,” Department 
of Commerce, Radio Division, United States Government Printing Office, Washington, 1928 


[5] “Requested Broadcast Calls of the 1920s,” (Webpage revised October 25, 2021), at: 
https://jeff560.tripod.com/call192x.html 


[6] Calvary Baptist Church Media page, at: https://www.cbcnyc.org/media 


[7] Fritz, Jose, “Nobody Talks About WQAO,” Ten Watts Blogspot: Arcane Radio Trivia, July 15, 2010, 
https://tenwatts.blogspot.com/2010/07/nobody-talks-about-waqao.html 


[8] Wikipedia article: “WRNY (New York City), at: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WRNY (New_York Cit 


[9] “Requested Broadcast Calls of the 1920s,” (Revised October 25, 2021), at: 
https://jeff560.tripod.com/call192x.html 


[10] “Smith Opens WCDA Praising Italians; Governor Commends Station’s Americanization Aim and 
Hails Radio in Politics,” The New York Times, November 10, 1927, at: 


commends-stations.html 


[11] “Zach L.,” “Beyond the Gilded Age,” (Blog), April 18, 2014, at: 

http://www. beyondthegildedage.com/2014/04/the-hotel-mcalpin.html 

[12] “Brannigan, Alice” (AKA Thomas Kneitel), “WWFBH/WPCH New York,” Popular Communications, 
October, 1994, reprinted by “Broadcasting History,” at: https://jeff560.tripod.com/am4.html 


[13] “People’s Broadcasting Corp. v. Batten Co., Inc.,” Opinion, Appeal from Supreme Court, New 
York County, January 30, 1931, at: https://casetext.com/case/peoples-broadcasting-corp-v-batten-co-inc 


[14] Wikipedia article: “WNYM,” at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WNYM 


[15] “Chronology of call letters WAAT,” Radio-TV Broadcast History, at: 
https://broadcasting.fandom.com/wiki/Chronology of call letters WAAT 


[16] “Seeks 5,000 Watt License: Jersey City Man Plans High-Power Station, Located in Meadows,” 


New York Times, December 18, 1927, at: https://www.nytimes.com/1927/12/18/archives/seeks- 
5000watt-license-jersey-city-man-plans-highpower-station.html 


[17] “Radio Service Bulletin,” Department of Commerce, Washington, D.C., February 28, 1929, at: 
https://docs.fcc.gov 


The Only Newsletter In The World That Gives A Damn About FLARC www.FairLawnARC.org Page 38 


Fair Lawn (NJ) Amateur Radio Club newsletter * The Resonator * September 2022 


The Way We Were, continued. 


[18] “Missionary Society of St. Paul the Apostle,” Catholic Encyclopedia, 1907-1912, reprinted by 
Walter Elliott at: https://www.catholic.com/encyclopedia/missionary-society-of-st-paul-the-apostle 


[19] “Chronology of call letters WLWL,” at: 
https://broadcasting.fandom.com/wiki/Chronology of call letters WLWL 


[20] Zimmer, David M., “WOR radio was born 100 years ago with two poles and some wire on 
Bamberger’s roof in Newark,” February 18, 2022, updated February 20, 2022, at: 
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/bergen/rutherford/2022/02/18/wor-radio-rutherford-nj- 


turns-100/6819526001/ 
[21] Ibid. 


[22] “Jim Hawkins’ WOR Transmitter Tour,” at: http://j-hawkins.com/wor.html 
[23] Ibid. 


[24] Taylor, Marlin (Blog), “WNEW-AMs Family Tree,” Musings, August 12, 2021, at: 
https://marlintaylor.com/radio/wnew-ams-family-tree 


[25] “Richard E. O’Dea, Radio Man, Dead; Former Owner of Stations WNEW and WOV—Civic Leader 
in Paterson, N.J. Held Classes on Radio,” The New York Times, February 26, 1956, at: 

www.nytimes.com/1956/02/26/archives/richard-e-odea-radio-man-dead-former-owner-of- 
stations-wnew-and.html 


[26] Jaker, Bill, Frank Sulek and Peter Kanze, The Airwaves of New York: Illustrated Histories of 
156 Stations in the Metropolitan Area, 1921-1996, McFarland & Co., Jefferson, North Carolina, 1998. 
Available online at: 

://books.google.com/books ?id=ACckCQAAQBAJ&pg= = =0%27deattemple+ 
of+musictpaterson+nj&source=bl&ots=- 
d3bxXSTM5&sig=ACfU3U0tCYmPOsScBnQMQhKviHOKseJfaQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjuyu7XiNv5 
AhVGFIkKFHQHHDXc4ChDoAXoECBYQAw#v=onepage&q=o'dea%20temple%200f%20music%20paters 
on%20nj&f=false 


[27] “James Cosman Dies; Founder of WPAT, 71,” The New York Times, May 8, 1976, at: 
://www.nytimes.com/1976/05/08/archives/james-cosman-dies-founder-of-wpat-71.html 


[28] “Chronology of Call Letters WGL,” at: 
https://broadcasting.fandom.com/wiki/Chronology of call letters WGL 


[29] Miller, Tom, “The Lost Hotel Majestic,” Daytonian in Manhattan,” (Blog), May 17, 2021, at: 
://daytoninmanhattan.blogspot.com/2021/05/the-lost-hotel-majestic-115-central.html 


[30] “WGL to Leave City for Secaucus, N.J.; Station Will Occupy Site Chosen, Then Relinquished by 
WEAF,” The New York Times, July 14, 1927, at: https://www.nytimes.com/1927/07/14/archives/wel- 


to-leave-city-for-secaucus-nj-station-will-occupy-site-chosen.html 
[31] Wikipedia article: “WADO,” at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WADO#WGL and WOV 


[32] “NAB Reports,” The National Association of Broadcasters, Washington, D.C., Vol. 1, No. 4, April 1, 
1933, at: https: 


[33] Zimmer, David M., “Remember Packard-Bamberger & Co. in Hackensack? It Closed 30 Years 
Ago,” NorthJersey.com, February 8, 2021, Updated Februarv 9, 2021, at: 


The Only Newsletter In The World That Gives A Damn About FLARC www.FairLawnARC.org Page 39 


Fair Lawn (NJ) Amateur Radio Club newsletter * The Resonator * September 2022 


North American QSO Party 


A nice turnout on August 20" for the North American 
QSO Party as a number of FLARC members and guests 
returned to the clubhouse for this annual event. 


Led by contest chair Van W2DLT, the event is low key 
and a great training ground to get your voice into the 
contest space and have lots of fun at the same time. 


ra 
Lto R: W2JC, W2DLT, KD2YEW and N2JLF 


Lto R: NP4H, KD2KLN, N2AAM 


A thanks to the following members who helped to 
make for a successful day: W2JC, KC2ORX, KD2YEW, 
KD2KLN, WX2R, NP4H, N2AAM, W2DLT, K2KCC, 
KB2UVN, W2MSA, KD2ZOE, HC2DR, KD2ZXW, N2SU, 
WA2BAU, KD2JIP, W2/HC2AP, KA2YRA and N2JLF. 


Score: 16,482 
1 Mult = 2.5 Q's 


USB USB 
14 21 Tot Accum 
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What Is It? Hamfest Edition 


At the Ramapo hamfest, Brian KD2KLN found this 
interesting piece of equipment and got it for a 
five-fingered discount. If he takes over the 
planet, will know how he did it. 


It works!! 


To see it in action, go to the groups.io page. 


8 
Brian KD2KLN with “the thing.” John NN2H acts as the 
security guard at the Ramapo hamfest. 


Volunteers Still Needed for MS Ride 


Hams are still needed to assist in the MS City to 
Shore Bike Ride from Cherry Hill to Ocean City. If 
you can, decide to put these 2 days aside 
(September 24" and 25", 2022) to come out and 
help us support this Public Service Event in a way 
only hams can do. 


Attached is an on-line sign up for a quick 
response. Thanks!! 


https://forms.gle/hjAhY 1 AJMeEFypvu8 
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2022 FLARC ACTIVITY CALENDAR 


||Sunday | September 11 Hawthorne Green Fair 
| | Friday September 16 POW-MIA Day Event 


| [Sunday | October 16 River Road Street Fair 
[October TBD | Portable Day with BARA 
| sd Friday ssisSY December 30 Youth on The Air Contest (tentative) 


If in doubt about any event, consult calendar at https://fairlawnarc.groups.io/g/main/calendar 


NJ QSO Party is September 17 


This annual event is usually a highlight of the 
W2NPT station year. We’ve had a good time and 
have placed rather well among state clubs, 
despite our geographic handicap of being so far 
North. Actually, in the past few years there have 
been only a few Bergen County stations on. 


Here is the scoop: 


September 17 from 

noon EDT (1600 UTC) to 2359 EDT (0359 UTC). 
Lots of bands and modes. 

Lots of categories to play in. 


Not many prizes but pride is better, yes? 


The Council has approved the event and now it 
goes to our Contest Chair, Van W2DLT, to 
schedule the operators and start the fun. 


Let Van know that you will help FLARC show the 
good operating skills of W2NPT. The event is 
sponsored by our friends at the 
Burlington County Radio Club K2TD. 


The Jersey Devil 
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FLARC Asked to Participate in Masonic 
Special Event Station W2QX on 
September 24th 


To promote public awareness of both amateur radio and 
Freemasonry, special event station W2QX will operate from the 
DeWint House in Tappan, NY at 20 Livingston Street — just over 
the border in Rockland County NY. The club has been invited to 
participate in this event and one not need be a Freemason. 


The event will be held on Saturday, September 24, 2022, from 
1400 UTC to 2200 UTC (10 am - 6 pm ET) 


“Masonic Lodges on the Air’ has the goal of having 
competing stations operating from as many of Masonic 
locations as possible. Stations not located at a Masonic 
location may only contact stations operating from a 
Masonic location. Additional background: 


¢ Modes of Operation: SSB only. 


¢ Amateur Radio Bands: 80, 40, 20, 15 and 
10 meters. Please honor all band plans. 
All contacts must be in the phone portion of the bands. 


¢ Stations may be worked once on each band. 


¢ For full contest rules go to: 
http://cqmorelight.com/rules 


The DeWint House, which is owned by the organization, is itself 
worth the visit. Built in 1700, it is one of the best examples of 
pre-revolutionary Dutch architecture and many of its bricks were 
believed to have been used as ballast on Dutch vessels. George 
Washington stayed at the house, which is now a National 
Historic Landmark. 


FLARC has several members who are active Freemasons. Talk in 
will be on the NJ2BS repeater. For more information, reach out 
to Bob KD2BKD at kd2bkd@arrl.net. 


www.FairLawnARC.org Page 41 


Fair Lawn (NJ) Amateur Radio Club newsletter * The Resonator * September 2022 


Around the Shack 
Hal Kennedy N4GG/4 


Hints and Kinks - The N4GG Woodstock Station 
Part Three —- Lightning Protection 


This month Ill describe some of what went into the lightning protection 
scheme at N4GG. As I’ve mentioned many times, lightning protection is a 
subject | usually avoid writing about. It’s also the subject that generates 
frequent requests for a write-up. 


There is plenty of information available on the web describing methods to 
gain protection from lightning strikes. The National Electrical Code (NEC) 
sets requirements for lightning and surge protection — these should be read, 
understood and followed whenever possible. 


It’s interesting to note that surge protection as a subject goes all the way back 
to the first edition of the NEC, published in 1897. The NEC and something 
called NFPA 780 (National Fire Protection Association) treat lightning and 
surge protection exhaustively. So much so it’s hard to digest it all. 


Books have been written on the subject - many books. Grounding and 
Bonding for the Radio Amateur, by Ward Silver N@AX, is a good place to gain 
actionable knowledge for setting up or improving a station. It is published 
by the ARRL and readily available from Amazon, DX Engineering and others. 
The book’s subtitle is: Good Practices for Electrical Safety, Lightning 
protection and RFI Management. \t’s a good book. 


Here is why | usually avoid writing about lightning protection: 
To cover it properly requires a book. 
It’s been done. Google: Lightning protection. 


Although | see the risk as minimal, writing much about lightning 
protection opens one up to litigation. If | recommend spacing ground 
rods six feet apart and your house burns down, will | be blamed? 


The subject is chockablock with false information and I’m unwilling 
to attempt the impossible — which is to straighten it all out. Lot’s of 
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Around the Shack, continued 


the bad info is rooted in folklore that’s been passed down and 
passed around for decades. Ever hear: Lightning can’t strike the 
same place twice? [False] Use a PolyPhaser on every line and you 
are all set? [False] Some of the bad info is not rooted in folklore - 
it’s promulgated by people with things to sell. 


The very best you can do with regard to lightning and surge 
protection is case specific. The NEC is the right starting point, but 
with some applied engineering you can build on the NEC to 
further minimize a station’s susceptibility to lightning damage. 
The data needed to design an optimized station is available, but 
the design itself has to come from an_ engineering-level 
understanding of lightning. 


Having said all that, what am | willing to write about? The answer is things 
that have a sound engineering basis and belong in every station. | was 
reminded of many of these things as N4GG was dismantled, revealing what 
| had built 15 or more years ago. 


N4GG passed the lightning acid test many times including sustaining no 
damage from a direct hit on one of the antennas. The antenna (80 meter 
dipole) was vaporized, but everything else survived unharmed. Meanwhile, 
there is no panacea. Lightning effects are complex, unpredictable to some 
extent, and can cause damage to the best designed stations. Commercial 
broadcast stations expend great sums on lightning mitigation and still 
occasionally get knocked off the air. 


Here are some generic things we can do: 


Every station needs a single point ground (SPG). Figure 1 shows the one 
| built for N4GG. It’s an aluminum bar about 12 inches long and % inch thick. 
It does not need to be copper. Connect every piece of gear to the SPG. The 
SPG helps keep everything at the same potential when high current flows 
through various elements within a shack. 


The SPG in Figure 1 used tapped screw holes and ring terminals for 
connections — nothing fancy here. 
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What’s often missed is how important it is to 
ground everything possible to the SPG, not just 
the gear that has a grounding stud on the back. 
Following best practices, you will be adding 
grounding studs and connections to gear where 
it has not been provided by the manufacturer 
(possibly to save a dollar?). l’d like to repeat 
something | wrote in March, 2020 in the article 
titled Station Un-design Tips: 

Think through the need, cost and benefit as well as 
the unwanted, unintended and_ unanticipated 
consequences of every nut, bolt, wire, fuse, power 
strip, connector, insulator, fan, plug, socket, jumper 
cable, filter, balun, three wire to two wire AC 
adapter, “lightning protector” (typically useless 
and/or installed wrong), ground rod, LCD display and 
piece of gear in your shack. This list is not 


exhaustive — you get the idea. Figure 1. Example of Single Point Ground 


The statement was offered to help with station reliability, but it applies to lightning 


protection as well. 


Figure 2 shows an example of grounding 
that’s the product of careful assessment of 
the hardware at hand. 


The output of many 13.5 VDC power 
supplies float. The negative output terminal 
is not connected to the case and escapes 
being connected to a SPG. It’s this way to 
allow power supplies to be hooked in series 
to provide higher voltages. 


The figure shows the back and bottom of an 
Astron 13.5 VDC supply where | connected 
the negative output terminal to the case. A 
wire was run from the case to the station 
SPG. Note there was no grounding stud for 
the case. 


Figure 2. Grounding a “floating” power supply. : Case ground had to be picked up with a ring 
terminal. Nothing floats in a well protected 
shack. 
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Around the Shack, continued 


Figure 3 shows the back of a Top Ten Devices 
DX Doubler. 


The case is grounded internally to the circuitry 
— good — but no external case connection was 
provided. 


At N4GG a wire was slipped under one of the 
case screws to return the case to SPG. 


Figure 3. Grounding external equipment case. 


Figure 4 shows the back of a control box for an Array 
Solutions SixPak antenna switch. 


In this case not only was no case connection provided, the 
internal circuitry was not connected to the case. 


| connected the ground side of the 13.5 VDC internal 
circuits to the case and added a grounding stud to the 
case. A wire was run from the stud to SPG. 


Figure 4. Internal circuit board to 
external grounding stud. 


Like the Array Solutions control box, SteppIR control boxes have no connection between 
the internal circuits and the case, and no provision to connect the case to ground. If you 
are going to modify a SteppIR controller box, be careful. Unlike every other piece of gear 
| have worked on, the ground side of the controller PCB is the top side, not the bottom. 
| have made grounding changes to many StepplIR control boxes for friends. 


One crucial area | have no pictures of is the ground connection for the shack computer. 
N4GG used a tower computer — the case of the tower was easy to connect to SPG. 
Internet was via WIFI — not an Ethernet cable. A common lightning induced failure is the 
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Around the Shack, continued 


loss of the RS-232 or USB driver chip in modern rigs. Connecting the rig and computer to 
a SPG prevents this. 


Now let’s turn to control lines running from the 
shack to outdoor antenna switches and relays. 
Figure 5 shows the shack-end tie-point for a// my 
control line connections. Every line is bypassed 
to a metal plate with a metal oxide varistor 
(MOV). The MOVs | chose clamp at 18 volts, just 
above the 13.5 volts present on these lines 
during operation. 


Rotor control lines (no rotors at N4GG) and 

SteppIR control lines use voltages other than 13.5 

volts. The MOVs for those must be chosen 

accordingly. The 18 volt MOVs | used are rated 

for 1,000 amps pulse current! They cost less than 

$1 in quantities of one from Mouser Electronics. 

When not conducting, MOVs act as RF bypass 

capacitors - they can help reduce RFI. MOVs will ¥ 

be the su bject of a future column. Figure 5. By-passing various control lines. 


The back-yard end of the control lines was shown last month and is repeated here as 
Figure 6. Note the MOVs in among the rust. The same MOVs were used on both ends of 
the control lines at N4GG. | recall buying 100 of them from Mouser when | set up the 
station. The cost was less than $30 (that was 17 years ago). 


Figure 6. Outside end of control lines, showing by-pass MOVs. 
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Around the Shack, continued 


Another example of adding grounds where needed is shown in Figure 7. This is an Array 
Solutions SixPak antenna switch. Notice a black wire exiting the case alongside each of 
the two control cables. These were tied to ground on the internal circuit board 


(Figure 8). This is a great example of the need to analyze every screw, bolt, etc., etc. in 
the shack. 


7 Added Ground 
“ Wires 


a ; 
ba Z Uncertain 
e Connections 
=F ; 


Figure 7. a ) Figure 8. 


Look carefully at Figure 7. The U-bolt clamp on a SixPak is often bolted to a tower leg and 
an assumption made that this grounds the switch. Note the U-bolt clamp on mine is 
rusty after 17 years outside, and the case of the switch is powder coated with paint. The 
connection from the U-bolt clamp to the case can’t be relied on. Next, notice the case is 
held to the inner connector chassis with four stainless steel screws. 


Figure 9 shows the inside of the case 
— it’s painted. There is no solid path 
from the inner connector chassis 
through the U-bolt clamp and 
stainless screws to ground. The U- 
bolt clamp provides support for the 
switch but a dubious path to ground 
at best. At N4GG the U-bolt clamp 
gripped a PVC pipe, not a tower leg. 


Figure 9. Painted box inside insulates from ground. 


The black wires in Figures 7 and 8 were required to achieve a ground connection for 
lightning protection. The switch would have operated fine without the added ground 
wires — this was an easy thing to miss. 
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Around the Shack, continued 


Figure 10 shows the entrance into the house for 
coax and control line connections. Note all 
connections can be quickly disconnected. 


While on vacation and during lightning season the 
cables were disconnected when not operating. 


Figure 11 shows the AC power connection for all 
of the gear. By “all” | mean all. My two 
amplifiers were plugged into the 240 VAC sockets 
shown at the top, and all the 120 VAC gear was 
connected to a large power strip which was 
plugged into the lower socket. When the 
antennas and control lines were disconnected 
outside, the AC plugs were unplugged inside. It 
was done this way to disconnect all the 
connections to AC power — including the third 
wire safety ground (the green wire that people 
sometimes forget). Figure 10. Cables entering house wall. 
Throwing a breaker or power-strip switch is not sufficient — these 
virtually never disconnect the safety ground and sometimes don’t 
disconnect the neutral connection (white wire) either. With every 
external and internal shack connection disconnected there was 
no path for current to flow through the shack and gear. 


| hope this is helpful. There is a lot at stake. Damage to gear is bad 
enough, but gear can be replaced. Lightning can and does start fires. 
The NEC exists to mitigate (note: not prevent) such an event. 


As mentioned above, moving beyond the NEC is case specific. 
Some of what was done at N4GG may not apply to your shack and 
situation. A scenario that requires a significantly different 
approach is the one where gear must be operating continuously. 
This includes repeater sites and stations set up for people to 


r remotely. K ing th r i hallenge. 
Pauierd: Pawee scckets operate remotely. Keeping those protected is a challeng 


Here is my last point: 


Moving beyond the NEC in a haphazard way or based on folklore 
is a bad and dangerous approach! 


73 de Hal N4GG 
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FLARC 
TGIF Network 


14547 "AA 


Digital Voice SIG 
Update 


DigiVoice@FairLawnARC.groups.io 


A Special Interest Group SIG for those interested in Digital Voice 
modes (Digital Mobile Radio) communications and software. 


For those using the GD-77 DMR Handi-Talkie, the 
firmware has again been updated and the file package 
has been uploaded to the FILES area of the DigiVoice 
SIG section of our groups.io 

AccessibleGD77 for FLARC 19 August 2022 Release.zip 


This upload replaces all previous versions. For all the 
changes and enhancements in this new release, see the 
docs directory in the archive. 


If you have not upgraded the software in a long time 
install the executable from scratch plus the appropriate 
voice packs if desired. 


If you have any questions contact N2AAM. 


DMR nets have been in low attendance on Bradmeister 
TalkGroup 310015, Tuesday evenings at 7:00pm. 


If others would like to be net control, join the group and 
send a message. 


We would like to thank Brad for the use of TG 310015. 
There is also a FLARC “digital-voice” channel on slack. 


For those interested in joining all the Digital Voice 


excitement! Contact Bob H. KD2BKD@optonline.net for 


information on the Digital Voice SIG. 


Or just go to the club website http://FairLawnARC.org and 


use the "Join Special Interest Group(s)" link on the left. 


Digital Voice Amateur Radio 


DES tals 
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Radio Monitoring 
Special Interest Group Update 


monitoring@FairLawnARC.groups.io 


A Special Interest Group SIG for those interested in SWL and other radio 
communications monitoring. 


This time | think it would be interesting to look at 
one of the most obscure and lesser known parts of 
our monitoring world, the VLF and LF spectrum, 
located below the standard broadcast band. 


From a historical perspective this is the first part of 
our RF spectrum that was explored when radio was 
discovered over a century ago. 


The VLF band starts just above audio frequencies. 
As a result, antennas are extremely long and the 
noise level is high, filled with primarily natural 
noise. An interesting fact about this region of the 
bands is that radio waves at these frequencies can 
penetrate water, which makes them a good fit for 
communications with submarines. 


The US military maintains a station at Cutler Maine 
which broadcasts encrypted communications at around 
17KHz. These transmissions are one-way (broadcasts) 
and use massive antennas literally miles long. 


It would be impossible to have a corresponding 
antenna aboard a submarine so that if the Navy 
requires two-way communications, they would ask 
the sub to surface and contact them via other 
methods, probably HF or Satellite. 


Sweden has a station located at Grimeton that was 
started in 1922 in order to establish communication 
links to send telegraph traffic to North America as 
well as other nations. 


By the start of the 1930s this technology was 
surpassed by the development of the HF spectrum 
for international communications; but the Grimeton 
station was kept in service till 1960 and was used by 
the Swedish military. 


Grimeton is activated once a year to commemorate 
this part of early radio history and may be heard all 
over Europe and beyond at 17.2KHz. 


Continued on next page. 
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Radio Monitoring SIiGroup Update, continued. 


In 2004 Grimeton was added to the UNESCO World Heritage List. The Grimeton transmitter is the last surviving 
example of an Alexanderson alternator, the only radio station left from the pre-vacuum tube era. 


Moving up in frequency to 60KHz we find WWVB, the time station located at Fort Collins Colorado. Unlike its HF 
counterpart WWYV, this station broadcasts a digital signal that is used to keep so called "atomic clocks" on time. 


From 160KHz through 190KHz we find the LOFER band. This is a frequency range where extremely low powered 
experimenters can communicate, license free. 


In addition, this part of the spectrum is shared by telemetry systems used by power companies for equipment metering. 


Moving still higher in frequency, from about 100KHz till 530KHz there is the NDB, non directional beacon band. 
These beacons use AM with tone modulated CW and are used for aircraft navigation. 


In addition, part of this band (from 153KHz through 270KHz in ITU regions 1 and 3, Europe and part of Asia) is 
used for broadcasting. 


North American monitors can hear stations such as Iceland at 189KHz and 207KHz, and the BBC Radio 4 on 
198KHz-— as well as other stations. 


This is an extremely interesting part of the spectrum and well worth exploring. 


If you have any questions, comments or suggestions on what | should cover in future monitoring topics, feel free 
to E-Mail me at 


Don't forget the Monitoring special interest group (SIG) located on the FLARC groups.io webpage. 
73 and good dx de N2AAM 


| wage 
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Operator’s Desk at Grimeton, Sweden LF Radio Station. 
http://www.roadtripsaroundtheworld.com/wp-content/uploads/201 5/08/Grimeton-Radio-Station-Sweden-desk.jpg 


Alexanderson Alternator at Grimeton, Sweden Site of historic LF Radio Station at Grimeton, Varberg, Sweden 
https://ai2-s2-public.s3.amazonaws.com/figures/201 7-08- 
08/b02687e0a99c3ef57b61 7301 63ad9dbSd2baaa98/4-Figure6-1.png https://www.dico-voyage.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/station-radio-grimeton-varberg.jpg 
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Who uses Winlink? 
By Karl Frank - W2KBF 
What is it? 


Back in the late 1990s a group of Radio Amateurs began work on a Radio System that would provide 
an email gateway between Amateur Radio and Internet email. This would permit 2-way email 
communications into and out of places that were without Internet access either because of their 
location (e.g. boats at sea) or due to a communications failure following a disaster (e.g. hurricanes, 
floods, etc.). This system is called Winlink and today it is used by many thousands of Radio Amateurs 
around the world and by Disaster Relief Agencies such as DHS/OEM and the American Red Cross. 
Winlink is an important tool for ARES/RACES operators and may be useful to Ham Radio Operators in 
general. It is a valuable tool that does not receive enough attention. 


There is no cost for licensed Radio Amateurs to use Winlink; the software is free, operating expenses 
are paid by voluntary donations to the nonprofit Amateur Radio Safety Foundation (ARSF) and you 
probably own all of the necessary equipment already. 


The first steps are to download and install the application Winlink Express from the Winlink.org 
website — then register your station. The next steps depend upon your radio equipment and the 
band/mode that you want to use. More about this later. 


How it works: 


Thousands of Amateur Radio Stations around the globe stand ready 24/7 to receive email sent by RF and 
then forward these messages to recipients via the Internet. These stations operate as Radio Message 


Servers (RMS) and upload received messages to Common Message Servers (CMS) that are part of the 
Amazon Cloud. The Cloud provides robust and rapid handling of messages, which happens automatically 
without operator intervention ... no need to await traffic to flow thru NTS Traffic Nets. 


The recipients do not need to have an Amateur Radio License; the emails are delivered to any valid 
Internet email addresses once they reach the CMS. The message to your recipient will arrive with the 
return address yourcal/@winlink.org which the recipient can use to send a reply back thru the Winlink 
system. 


Who uses Winlink? 


If you find yourself supporting communications at a Red Cross shelter during a disaster, Winlink will 
allow you to maintain email communications with the outside world in the event that cell phones and 
local Internet fail. But there are more mundane, less dramatic uses. 


FLARC member Tom N2ST has an ocean-going sailboat and uses Winlink to receive email and weather 
reports when he is at sea. During Hurricane Sandy many of us lost power (mine was out for 10 days!) 
and were limited to cell phone communications. Fortunately the cellular network survived but if it 
had failed or become overloaded, we would have had to fall back upon Winlink. It would have been 
very useful in this situation to let relatives out of the area know that we were unharmed but without 
Internet and electricity. 


Other opportunities to use Winlink occur during drills and other Amateur Radio Events. Red Cross 
drills and the annual ARES Simulated Emergency Test often involve a Winlink component and 
Field Day messaging points can be scored by sending Winlink messages to the Section Manager and 
to just about anybody from the Field Day site using Amateur Radio. 
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Who uses Winlink?, continued. 


The Technical Details: 


Winlink RMS stations all over the world are listening on Amateur Radio bands from 160 Meters thru 
UHF. Even if the Internet were to fail over large areas, email messages still can be passed via RMS 
stations in distant states or even foreign countries using HF. Local areas can be covered by VHF and 
UHF RMS stations. 


Last year Aly AL®Y established a VHF RMS station at his QTH in Wayne, NJ and this inspired me to 
established the W2KBF-3 Winlink RMS in Fair Lawn. My purpose is to provide an easy way for local 
hams, and ARES/RACES operators in particular, to gain practice using Winlink. This station operates on 
145.030 MHz and supports two digital modes: 1200 bps packet and VARA FM. This station runs 24/7 
but because of antenna limitations, range is limited to a few miles surrounding Fair Lawn. It is just 
there for drills and practice. HF must be used for greater range during an actual communications 
emergency. 


Accessing the W2KBF-3 RMS station requires the software application Winlink Express and a modem, 
e.g. VARA FM or packet. Both VARA FM and the UZ7HO Soundmodem are software modems that are 
available for free, so you do not need a hardware TNC [Terminal Node Controller]. 
https://www.sumtercountyares.com/winlink-tnc.htm But if you want to use a TNC, it must be a model 
that supports KISS mode such as the Kantronics KPC3+. A Windows PC is required to run Winlink 
Express, although some people report success with a Mac or with Linux. Most VHF mobile radios have 
a data port so you will connect a sound card interface (e.g. Signalink) or TNC between a USB port on 
your computer and the data port of your radio. This is basically the same as what is used for FT8 and 
FLdigi. Some radios such as the IC-7100 have a built-in sound card, which eliminates the need for a 
Signalink. 


With Winlink Express and the appropriate modem running, your session screen will look like this: 


W2KBF » Settings Message Attachments MoveTo: |Saved Items Delete Open Session: 


Help 
J) @A@A Se Lebo 4s 
In Vara FMW & Vara FM Winlink Session - W2KBF 


Sys Exit Settings Switch toPeer-toPeer ChannelSelection Start Stop Abort 


Connection Direct >» W2KBF-3 via [| Freq.: 145.030 Range: Bearing: 


Read Item 
Outbox (0 | Favorites: | ALOY-3 @ 0.000 ~ Select Add to favorites Remove from favorites 


Sent Item on o “0/0 BPM: 0/0 Di ed Ti ; reed 
Saved Iter /0 Out: 0/ ; 0/0 Disconnect ime to next Autoconnect = Disa’ 


*** Launching VARA FM TNC: C:\VARA FM\VaraFM.exe 
*** Successfully connected to VARA FM TNC. 
*** Ready 


Pers 


Naum lasdadfram:+ Talnat+eeme Winlink are 
Press Start at the top of the screen, your radio will transmit a connect request to W2KBF-3 and you are 
good to go. There is much more information available on the Winlink website, e.g. how to create and 
then send a message. Also, try asking around at a FLARC meeting. 


73, 
Karl W2KBF 
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Who uses Winlink?, continued. 


Here is a photo the W2KBF-3 Winlink RMS Station in Fair Lawn — 


From top to bottom: 


1. Windows laptop computer; 
2 Signalink USB; 

3. Icom ID-880H radio; 
4 


Astron power supply. 


asenees 
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Satellite 
Special Interest Group Update 


Satellite-SIG@FairLawnARC.groups.io 


A Special Interest Group SIG for those interested in amateur radio 
satellites, as well as others like weather, GPS, etc.. 


We welcome all interested in all types of satellite 
communications. Some interests are AMSAT, ARISS, 
receiving weather maps from satellites, APRS via ISS, and 
much more. 


There is a new FLARC “satellites” channel on slack. 


The ARISS is in Cross-Band Repeater Mode on frequencies 
(145.990 MHz up {PL 67} & 437.800 MHz down) at the time 
of this writing. For help on how to talk up to the ARISS join 
the SIG and new “satellites” slack channel and ask for 
assistance. Next mode change will be packet operation 
(APRS) but no specific date/time has been scheduled at the 
time of this writing. ARISS is powered OFF during docking 
and undocking maneuvers. 


For those interested in joining all the Space Radio 
excitement! Contact Bob H. KD2BKD@optonline.net for 
information on the Satellite-SIG. Or just go to the club 
website www.FairLawnARC.org and use the "Join Special 
Interest Group(s)" link on left. 


Amateur Radio on the International Space Station 


Exciting Communications 
Made Fun and Easy! 
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In A Nutshell 


It has been a hot dry summer, at least in August, 
so it was time to catch up on all the outside 
things that needed doing before winter. 


Unfortunately, there was not much rain but 
there were many days when electrical storms 
were forecast so it was prudent to disconnect 
equipment antennas and even equipment from 
the power grid. 


Speaking of which we had a MAJOR power 
failure due to a high-tension transmission line 
fail and land on Route 80 in the Wharton area. 


A couple of cars were snagged by the line which 
broke the wheels right off according to what 
lwas told (the line is aluminum but 1% inch 
thick). It took almost four hours to get power 
back on and during the failure there was a spike 
which let the magic smoke out of my laser 
printer (but that did not show up till a few days 
later when its operation became erratic). 


Lesson learned -- disconnect devices during 
power problems or storms or have them on a 
good UPS. Now they are on a good UPS. It is 
good practice to change the UPS batteries every 
two years or sooner if mission critical devices are 
connected. 


We had a couple of CMEs which may have 
contributed to this summer’s weather 
conditions. Anyway, be safe when working 
outside in the sun and in the shack. 


Get on the air and TALK to SOMEONE, make a 
new friend, and have a fun time 


73, 
Fred Wawra W2ABE 
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What Is It? - Answer To Last Month’s Question 
By: Fred Belghaus W2AAB 


Well, it looks like our two experts get the honors again. | congratulate Alan Gruber WB2HJZ and Bill Leger 
WA2WL for giving answers close enough for credit. Yes, they are mercury vapor rectifiers of a certain type, 
and Bill also concluded that they’re Thyratrons. But the specific type they are known as is “Type R3 
Rectobulbs,” as in “Rectifier Bulbs.” I’ve never seen one of these in operation, but | once had a transmitter 
(E.F. Johnson’s Viking “Valiant I”) that used a pair of 866 mercury vapor rectifiers, and they glowed a bright 
blue, and gave off a lot of heat. These may have glowed as bright, or brighter when in operation. 


They were made in the late 1920s by the National Radio Tube Co. of San Francisco. By the early 1930s, these 
fell out of favor, replaced by more common tube rectifiers like the Type “BH”, and later by the once very 
common type 80 half wave rectifier, used in radio equipment well into the late 1940s. 


Here are the specifications found online: Half wave rectifier, 8 to 8.25 inches long with maximum diameter of 
2.87 inches. Voltage rating: 3,000 maximum; Maximum current: 250 milliamps; Filament voltage: 10 V, 
filament current: 1.75 Amperes. [1] 


| was puzzled at first about that terminal with the knurled round nut at the top of the bulb. Now | know what 
it’s for. “Rectobulbs” are actually Thyratrons which included a control grid, and that extra terminal is probably 
the control grid terminal. That means that these rectifiers were not diodes, but triodes. [2] 


While researching these oddities | came upon another kind of “Rectobulb,” but not one normally used as part 
of an amateur radio station. In 1925, a patent was registered by Otis Clapp & Sons, Boston, Massachusetts for 
their product. It was Patent No. 193,812, for what they described as “rectal suppositories.” 


No, I’ve never seen one of those, nor do | want to. 
73, 
Fred W2AAB 


NOTES: 


[1] “Mercury Arc Rectifiers for Early Ham Radio,” Forum post by KD2AZI, Antique Radios Forum, April 10, 2016, 
at: https://antiqueradios.com/forums/viewtopic.php?t=298207 


[2] Schure, Alexander, PhD, Ed.D., Vacuum Tube Rectifiers; New York, John F. Rider, 1952, at: 
http://www.tubebooks.org/books/schure_rectifiers.pdf 
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What Is It?) - May, 2022 
By: Fred Belghaus W2AAB 


Okay, you fans of rare, obscure, and downright weird old gadgets — here’s one for you 
to ponder. A few hints: It was an electrical device consisting of two parts, both of 
which are shown in the picture. It was used in the 19"" Century until replaced by 
equipment much simpler and more practical. 


So... what is it? Answer next month. 


73, 


Fred W2AAB 
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DX Special Interest Group Update 
ats DX — Jim W2JC 


Two of the biggest advantages our club station, 
W2NPT, offers to members are the Optibeam on the 
roof and the new Green Heron rotator control box — 
which not only can be controlled from all of our 
operating positions, but can be “automagically” 
controlled from many of the logging and software 
programs we use. 


These features were put to the test during the recent 
North American QSO Party contest, and there was 
overwhelming appreciation of the new rotor control 
setup. 


This month | will review some of the many ways the 
rotor control can be used to make life easier. 


The new Green Heron control box is located in the 
same exact place where the previous manual control 
box was — at Position 4, on shelf at left side. There is 
no longer much reason to make any manual settings 
on the box except to turn on the power. 


Obviously, rotor control should be done only from 
the operating position to which the Optibeam is 
connected at the antenna patch panel. [CAUTION: 
the rotor control software IS available at all the 
operating positions; it is ‘hoped’ that nobody will 
mess with the settings from a position not using the 
big beam!] 


Start-up guides have been updated for the Flex rigs 
at Position 1 and Position 4 which include prep of the 
rotor software. Position 5 simply uses the laptop and 
the PSTrotator software on the laptop desktop. 


7 Merut | © 1052 mi 
© Tracking | sp 


Az —— 
277 |211 @) 
ANT 


‘o | sje) | @| 


QTH Locator 


EL87 


There are several formats that can be used for the 
control software interface, but the above shows the 
most commonly used features. 


At the left is the compass ‘rose’ showing the current 
direction of the antenna (red line), the desired target 
direction (blue line) and a shaded area suggesting 
the ‘beam width’ of the antenna. In Manual mode, 
you can select a direction for the antenna by simply 
clicking the desired degree number on the ‘rose.’ 
You will see the red line move toward the blue line. 
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A second way to direct the antenna is to type the 
desired bearing into the text window where the black 
‘211’ is shown below. Pressing Enter on the keyboard 
should start the antenna moving; if not, click [GO]. 


A third way is to type the Grid Square in the text box 
that is showing ‘EL87’ above — then click the green 
[Go to Locator] button. 


A fourth way is to type the DX station’s call sign in the 
Call window at lower right — even just the prefix will 
work! Use keyboard Enter key or click on the green 
[GO] button to start the rotor moving. 


Another option would be to use the “Presets” 
buttons. At present, these are configured for every 30 
degrees of the compass and provide a quick way to 
point the beam in a generally desired direction. 


All of the above options are for the simple “Manual 
Mode” operation — but wait .... There’s more !! 
You ain’t seen nothin’ yet. © 


The rotor controller can also be controlled, in the 
‘Tracking Mode,’ by various logging and software 
programs. Examples are NIMM+ and WSJT-X. 


In NIMM+, which we use for all our contests and 
some features can be used for general DXing, once a 
station call has been selected a single mouse click on 
one of the buttons at the top of the Band Map will 
turn the antenna to point at the selected station. 


Rotor SP || Rotor LP | RotrStop | 
4203— 


Click on the “Rotor SP” button to set the 
direction for the Short Path; click on the “Rotor 
LP” button for the Long Path direction. If for 
some reason you need to stop the rotor while it 
is turning, just click on the “RotrStop” button. 


We can discuss Short Path and Long Path in a 
future DX column. 


For FT8 / FT4 at Position 2, the “Tracking” 
operation is even easier! The PSTrotator 


Continued on next page. 
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Ed - itorial : 
A Warm Welcome to the WPBARG!! 


Starting on September 1°, FLARC has entered a 
partnership with WPBARG (West Palm Beach Amateur 
Radio Group) for a one-year experiment in amateur 
fraternity. The origin of this partnership goes back to 
last January when | visited their club within the Cox 
Science Center in West Palm Beach. They were 
welcoming and | felt comfortable sitting in. 


As many of you know, | have been looking for such a 
“sister club” type of arrangement prior to the start of 
the pandemic in 2019. When in London, | met with 
Martin Butler M1MRB about a possible arrangement 
with the Sutton and Cheam club outside of the city 
which was (then) approved by the FLARC Council. 


To some extent, Butler has been an early influence for 
me in looking to bring clubs closer together. We spoke 
about a plan he had to link smaller clubs in the London 
area together to improve communications and to 
assist smaller clubs. The idea intrigued me as there are 
many similarities in the structure and “business” of 
ham clubs in the US although no two are alike. As 
| have said to many, all clubs are tribes. 


The pandemic took away the Sutton and Cheam 
opportunity and I’m not sure how the plan to better link 
clubs in the greater London area has gone. In hindsight, it 
probably was culturally ambitious. Interestingly, the 
ARRL is now looking to help failing clubs as part of its 
recent grants program by helping them by _ using 
volunteers but, to me, the structure and the process is 
unclear as to how success can be obtained. 


With WPBARG, our purpose is fraternal and casual. 
What problems are similar to both of us and how can 
we address them collectively? What does each do 
well that we can learn from the other? How can we 
help each other with our individual resources? How do 
we make closer connections separated by a thousand 
miles or so? 


The agenda is tabula rosa on September 1%, so how 
should we proceed? How should we partner with each 
other? No doubt we will make many adjustments 
along the way. 


So, a warm welcome to West Palm Beach!! This is a 
rather unique experiment that will require ideas, 
plans, execution, and communication. 


It is one that we feel is well worth making. 
DE Ed WX2R 
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DX SIG Update, continued 


software reads the beam bearing as soon as a 
callsign is selected and starts turning the beam 
right away — so by the next ‘cycle’ our beam is 
pointing right at the DX station. 


The PSTrotator software has been properly 
configured at each operating position to work 
with the Green Heron over the club’s wired LAN. 


PLEASE do NOT make any changes 
to the configs. 


One of the most popular awards sought by DXers 
is the DXCC — DX Century Club — award. W2NPT 
earned the basic award, for making confirmed 
contacts with 100 different countries, in early 
2021. Since then, we have confirmed another 21 
countries; and of course there has been little 
operation from the club station since 2021. Now 
that we are back to using the club stations, we 
can perhaps look forward to hunting down a few 
more countries! The next endorsement level for 
our award is for 150 countries, so we have a ways 
to go. Be sure to log all W2NPT contacts in the 
paper log at the operating position. 


-— 


=e ALTAR 
— 


~—— 
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Contest Corner 


-— Van W2DLT 


Something new is afoot... In the coming months, | plan to include & 
personal interviews with a cross-section of new and seasoned 

Contesters/Radio Sport enthusiasts from around the country. 

They will be asked to provide their views on how they became 

interested in Contesting and what it means to them and how it has aa 


helped them enjoy our hobby more. This should provide valuable ] NTE RVI EW S 
insights for all. 


--- Here’s a simple, fun contest to improve your CW Skills: (Unfortunately, it’s probably already 
happened by the time you read this, but check it out anyhow for next time).It’s the CVV Open sponsored 
by CWops and is open to all CW enthusiasts. It is comprised of three stand-alone events, each lasting 
four hours. The key rules, from https://cwops.org/cwops-tests/cw-open/ 


--- Bouvet Island 3Y@J news for August 27"... 


>Vessel Inspection in Brazil completed 

>Packing the final container for advance shipment to Falkland Islands 
>All ops have paid their $20,000 operators fees and are ready to go 
>We'll be on the island for 22 days operating all bands, all modes. 
>We’re still short about $100,000 of the required trip budget of $690,000. 
>Large or small contributions appreciated 


---With the Fall Contest Season almost upon us, here are excerpts 
from the FRC Newsletter by FRC President Emeritus John W2GD. 


[used with permission from W2GD] 


Contest season 2022 - 2023 is less than two months away, so it's time to think about the things that could improve 
your likelihood of contesting success and of having more fun. Having a station that performs well is never the 
result of random events. And the same applies to operating skills; they develop and evolve over time. The size of 
your score is the intersection of where station performance and on-the-air operating technique cross paths. 


Consider doing a quick self-assessment as a first step. What station resources do you have available? Do you have 
the best possible antennas for your location and budget? What antenna and station hardware changes could 
produce the biggest improvement in score and as a consequence increase your likelihood of having more fun? 
What is realistic within your budget and location constraints? 


Are your operating skills and strategies producing the results expected or desired? What are your operating 
strengths and weaknesses - what needs improvement? What goals should you set for yourself? Are you 
challenging yourself or even being realistic about personal expectations? What can you do to become a more 
proficient operator? Or are you just going through the motions? 


In general, virtually all modern HF transceivers manufactured since the early to mid 90's have sufficient 
sensitivity and selectivity to make serious contest operating possible and enjoyable. 
Certainly, there are numerous variations in design: some rigs have displays, others have 
enhanced selectivity, built in voice and cw keyers and other useful features; but by and 
large the differences offered in the current crop of newer transceivers is becoming less and 
less important to achieving success. My view, having the latest and greatest is really nice 
but not critical ... 
what you do as an operator with whatever radio sits in front of you is what counts. 


Continued on next page. 


The Only Newsletter In The World That Gives A Damn About FLARC www.FairLawnARC.org Page 59 


Fair Lawn (NJ) Amateur Radio Club newsletter * The Resonator * September 2022 


Contest Corner, continued 


An important question to answer: Will I be better served by improving my antennas or buying a new radio? Old 
timers will overwhelmingly tell you upgrading antennas offers the biggest opportunity for score improvement. 
Using an amplifier (500 watts plus) would be second on their list of improvements. 


Here are a few rules of thumb I follow regarding antennas ... and note there is nothing particularly new or 
innovative in these comments ... just some time proven solutions that have been useful over decades. 


On 160, 80 and sometimes 40 meters, vertical antennas are almost always the most effective type of antenna for 
DX and DX contesting. In general, low angle radiators outperform horizontal radiators that are 
under 1/2 wavelength above the ground. It's simple physics. Ground mounted verticals 
have long been the most common solution, but there ( ) are situations where wires hung from 
trees, towers, or other elevated supports are effective alternatives - and easily adopted at 
many locations. I'm a huge believer in “Self-Contained Verticals (SCVs)" as described by 

L.B. Cebik, W4RNL (check out this reference site for antenna ideas: 
http://www.antentop.org/w4rnl.001/radio.html ) Cebik's SCV group of verticals includes 
wire antenna designs that do not require ground systems ... like delta loops, half 
squares, and several other variants. 994984977 wn gooaph com 


One easy to implement low band vertical solution is the Vertical Dipole. This antenna in its simplest configure- 
ation requires just a single support and the dimensions are easily adopted to almost any location and frequency. 
K2KQ describes the antenna on the YCCC website ... and here is a reference for more information: 
http://www.nOhr.com/160m%20and%2080m%20Double%20L.htm 


Dr. Jim Breakall, WA3FET has pointed this out many times. One more point about wire antennas - they need 
not run in straight lines ... than can be bent to fit within the space you have available with minimal impact 
on performance. 


There is no perfect antenna solution. 
One thing not to do - get stuck in analysis paralysis. 
Take some risks, try out things that aren't perfect. 


These experiments may prove to be more effective 
than what you have presently. 


Stan & Cliff have been working all day 
on installing my clothesline, Mary. 


Just a few other items that you also might be thinking about as the CQWW PH and CW approach: 


--- Settle on preferred contest software. Make sure the version you will use is properly loaded, working correctly, 
has all support files up to date, loaded and accessible, and then TEST it before the contest ... to ensure it works 
properly. If you are using cluster assistance, set up several alternative sites with the desired filtering. Have 
alternatives ready, as clusters do go down. 


--- Based upon anecdotal comments that I've seen too many times the past few years, make sure your PC is set to 
prevent an unwanted Windows 10 or 11 update from occurring during the contest window. Avoid surprises. 


--- Put the dates of the contests on your family calendar four to six weeks beforehand. Forewarn those who matter 
that these events have a priority in your life. 


--- Read the contest rules. Although this seems an obvious step, it is often overlooked by many. 


--- Ask questions! If something isn't working properly (hardware, software, antennas) seek advice from fellow 
members in the weeks leading up to the contest, not the day before! 
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Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club 


FLARC PortableOps SIG 
PortableOps@FairLawnARC.groups.io 


This is a Special Interest Group (SIG) for members interested in portable 
ham radio operation such as POTA, SOTA, IOTA, LOTA, etc. 

The purpose of this SIG is to get outdoors and practice our operating 
skills from different places. We can share outing experiences, tips and 
work on our operating skills. 


| recently drove up to Maine for the week and 
was able to activate Fort McClary SHS (K-7978). 
Had a rough start, the gate was closed when 
| got there so | did a little site seeing and took 
some pics. 


| could’ve set up at a picnic table to activate but 
heavy rain was in the forecast. When | was 
heading back to the car the ranger showed up 
and opened the gate and told me to enjoy the 
park. So | activated from the Jeep. 


ye 
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Report from Portable Ops SIG, cont'd 


After calling CQ on SSB, | only made 3 contacts 
between 20m and 40m; then it down poured, so | 
switched to CW — then it was all business from there. 


Made 17 more Qs on 20m for a total of 20 Qs for 
the entire activation. 


I’m really happy | started learning CW _ in 
Nov 2021, and I’m really loving this mode. I'll try 
to get a couple more activations before heading 
back home. Thanks to the hunters. 


73, Noel Pagan W2MSA 
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Theoretics Demystified 


The SUN and SUNSPOTS is 
the topic of choice since it 
has been a long and 
sometimes hot summer 
(although | can remember 
many a summer in the 50s 
when it was just as hot but 
in those days, we went to 
the nearby lake or even 
took a dip in the brook 
behind our house!) 


Getting back to the topic, most people do not 
think of sunspots or even know of their existence, 
but we as HAMS do because it is the sun and its 
activities that drive the ‘winds’ of propagation. 


Propagation is the effect of the ability of signals to 
travel from one area on the globe to another as 
determined by the ionosphere which reflects 
upward traveling electromagnetic signals back 
down to earth to a distant or not so distant 
receiver. The ability to do this is determined by 
the sun’s effect on the ionosphere. Daytime 
signals are reflected differently than those at 
night. This is because the D layer attenuates 
broadcast and HF signals during the day (due to 
the presence of sunlight). 


At night the F layer, which is much higher in 
altitude, is the only layer that influences 
propagation so that reflected signals have a longer 
way to travel and therefore the ‘skip’ distance is 
greater so you can listen to distant stations, and 
this is called DX! This is not to be confused with 
sporadic E, which is another phenomenon entirely 
unto itself. 


Do you remember in the old days of VHF TV, 
particularly channels 2 through 6, when turning to 
channel 3 or 6 which were not allocated in this 
area that you could get, and sometimes clearly, 
that distant station from Philadelphia or 
elsewhere? That was sporadic E, and not to be 
confused with daytime/nighttime lower band 
propagation, or ‘skip.’ 


But getting back to the sun and its spots. Sunspot 
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Theoretics Demystified, continued 


communication as high sunspot activity is 
associated with the increase of longer 
communication distances on the HF bands and 
particularly on the higher radio bands, even up to 
six meters! 


Sunspots were observed as early as 800 BC, 
written about by the Greeks in 300BC, and 
astronomically observed in 1600 AD. 


The life cycle of a sunspot is measured in days to 
weeks and the size can be from ten miles to 
100,000 miles. They appear as dark spots to us, 
but they are only slightly cooler than the rest of 
the sun! This leads us finally to Coronal Mass 
Ejections, which is when there is a significant 
release of plasma and magnetic field from the 
sun’s corona into the heliosphere or the 
outermost layer of the sun. 


A CME, or Coronal Mass Ejection, is often 
associated with solar flares which are intense 
localized eruptions of electromagnetic radiation. 
CMEs travel on the solar wind and can reach the 
earth anywhere from about 4 to 80 days, 
whereas the light from the sun reaches us in 
about 8 minutes. 


CMEs when reaching earth can_ disrupt 
communications or enhance them. There is the 
possibility that a strong enough CME could cause 
failure to many of our microprocessor-controlled 
devices [everything] including the power grid. 
The shock wave associated with a CME can 
disrupt the earth’s magnetosphere and wreak 
havoc or just produce an aurora that is beautiful 
to watch. 


This is brought on by the CME traveling on the 
solar wind which is plasma from the sun traveling 
outward towards the planets and outer space. 


There is so much more to this, but the intent is 
to give the average reader a starting point and 
kindle an interest towards more research on 
the subject. 


Till next month, 73 
Fred Wawra W2ABE 


Continued on next page. 
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First try for grant result 


Our application for a grant under round one of the ARRL 
Foundation Club Grant Program was not approved. Our 
proposal was excellent thanks to the hard work of our 
treasurer, Bruce Kalogera and the FLARC Grant 
Committee. But the League reports that it was 
overwhelmed with excellent applications. It awarded 
$270K in grants, leaving $230K for round two. When we 
begin work on our round two application in September, 
we'll be drawing on a wealth of fabulous ideas generated 
through expanded Grant Committee discussions and 
received from our membership. Again, sincere thanks to 
those of you who participated. We’ll keep you posted. 


73, Dave Corsello KD2JIP 


The West Palm Beach Amateur 
Radio Group - Our Partner Club 


We are a general interest radio club with 
specialties in most aspects of ham (amateur) 
radio. We have been recognized by the American 
Radio Relay League (ARRL) as a Special Service 
Club for our community service work. 


Since the late 1930s the West Palm Beach 
Amateur Radio Group has been a community 
supported and nationally recognized radio club, 
not only for its fine radio skills and teachings, but 
for its dedication to the community of West Palm 
Beach, Palm Beach County and the entire 
Amateur Radio community. 


In 2013 our club was awarded the prestigious 
"Club of the Year Award" at the Dayton 
Hamvention. This is an international award with 
clubs from around the world being considered. 


Website: www.wpbarg.org 
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Raspberry Pi and Arduino 
Special Interest Group Update 


Rpi-Arduino@FairLawnARC.groups.io 


A Special Interest Group SIG for those wanting to learn about and use 
Raspberry Pi, and Arduino, modules - with special interest, of course, 
for ham radio projects... 


FLARC has a new SIG for those who experiment 
and build Ham Radio equipment with Raspberry Pi 
and Arduino boards or would like to learn. See 
last month Ham Clock project for an easy and very 
nice addition to your radio room. 


There is also a FLARC “raspberry_pi_and_arduino” 
channel on Slack. 


For those interested in joining all the Rpi-Arduino 
excitement, contact Bob H. by email at 
KD2BKD@optonline.net for more information. 


Or just go to the club website FairLawnARC.org 
and use the "Join Special Interest Group(s)" link 
on left. 


2022 Member Profiles 


Here are this year’s member profiles. An index of 
previous years can be found elsewhere in this 
issue. All profiles can be found in the newsletter 
archives on the FLARC website. 


Callsign 
KB2FMH 


Name 
James 


Month 
January 2022 
February Brian N2BTD 
March Luisa KD2YWX 
April Ria N2RJ 
May James KB2FMH 
June Ken W2SCT 
July Avanti KC3DZG 
August Norm KB2JRP 
September Ahmed W2/HC2AP 
October 
November 
December 
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|AKING For FLARC membership info 

BRE I B and renewal/application form 
T please visit: 

RN K W Gy membership.FairLawnARC.or, 


FLARC Dues, new and renewal, (and even donations!) 
can now be made on-line ... 


[Please note that this is a temporary improvement while Dave KD2JIP works on a real, full-fledged web 
page for filling out the membership/renewal form and submitting that and payment on-line.] 


Payments can be made using either PayPal or Zelle. 
Here's how— 


Using PayPal — (J / 


Log into your PayPal account at 
a ae Sending to a friend 


At top right, select "My PayPal" No fee to use bank or balance to send to 
Under Quick links, select "Send Money" friends and family in the U.S. 


In the window showing 
Name, email or mobile number 
enter this email address: 


1947xvzabc1947@sgmail.com 
Clickon [ Next ] 


You will see a summary of your transaction; 
if no changes are required, click on 
[ Send Payment Now ] 

to complete your transaction. 

SSS$SSS$SSS$SSS$SS$SSS$$S$ 
Enter $ amount you 
are sending, & in 
"add a note" area 
type in your CALL 
SIGN and which 
year (2020 or 2021) number: 
the dues are for, & ans Don’t forget to add in the note/message 
any other section your callsign and that it is for your 2020 
explanation. and/or 2021 dues. 


Using Zelle — 

If you are using Zelle through your bank 
account, just send your dues to the following 
201-240-9317 


OR you can still use a good ol’ Check or 
Money Order payable to FLARC - always put 
Clickon the [ Change] button your Call Sign and "dues for 2020" (or 2021) on 


Clickon "Sending to a friend" link the check. MAILTO: 


Bruce Kalogera, NJ2BS 


163 Meadow Lane 


Clickon [ Continue] 
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FAIR LAWN 
x 


cugsunroe a 
| aed. ee 1956 
2016 


AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club 


Fair Lawn Recreation and Community Center 
10-10 20th Street 
Fair Lawn, N.J. 07410 


MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL FORM 


Name Call 
Address PO Box Ste./Apt # 
City State Zip 
Roster Published Phone #. Unpublished Phone # 
Roster Published EMAIL License class: 
ARRL Member ? RACES Member ? ARES Member ? CERT? VE? 
Additional Family Members (In same household) -- ; 


Name 


Name 


Introductory and Student Membership 
(Students under the age of 18 eligible for student membership) 
(Introductory membership open to new members 
or not a member in last 7 yrs) 


Associate Membership * (No Fee) 
* Open to Fair Lawn Residents Only. No voting rights or other privileges. 
Renewal of Current Membership $ 25 
Three Year Renewal Incentive $ 65 
(Single memberships only, family memberships excluded) 
Additional Family Members # at $ 5 each 
Life Membership $ 625 
Senior Life Membership (65 yrs. of age or over) $250 
Equipment Fund Donation, above regular membership dues 


Total submitted 


Date 


Thereby acknowledge the By laws and rules and regulations of the club and will abide by them as amended 


Please Note: Memberships are NOT Pro-Rated. Membership is from Jan 15" to Dec. 31° of any given year unless documented otherwise. 


Please make your dues check payable to the “Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club” and remit to the following address: 


Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club 


Bruce Kalogera NJ2BK 
163 Meadow Lane 


Secaucus, NJ 07094 


Mail sent to the clubhouse will be delayed due to 
Covid. See website for other membership options. 
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Complete this form for NEW or RENEWAL ARRL membership and give to FLARC Treasurer [Bruce Kalogera NJ2BK] with your payment check. 


ARRL Affiliated Club 
Tea Wii tae Membership Application 


O lama brand-new member, or my membership lapsed for 2 or more years. My club will receive a $15 commission. 
O lam renewing (includes lapsed members of less than 2 years). My club will receive a $5.00 commission. 


Name Call Sign 
Address 

City 

Email 


Date of Birth / / 


O My Family Member is Joining or Renewing: (Annually $10 per member) 
Name 


Name 


Your Annual Membership Dues - Choose your print magazine - 
Circle Your Choice Check One 
Ps Years | 2 Years | 1 Year | C1 QST, ARRL’s membership journal 
[US Membership = | «$140 «| «$95 «| $49 for active radio amateurs (12 monthly 
[Intemational (Digial ony |_$140 | $95 | $49 | issues) 
Filtgsithiclily UiceiianenteAhleenaiitale: 


[Bind level help and advice (6 bimonthly issues) 


Family 


OH Digital Only (All members can access 


the digital versions of both magazines) 


Payment Enclosed is my: (Check O Money Order O Charge Request 
Chargetomy: OVisa O Mastercard OAmex 10 Discover 


Card Number Expiration Date 


Card Holders Signature 


Toll Free (US) 1-888-277-5289 or 860-594-0200 * ARRL, 225 Main St., Newington, CT 06111-1400 
membership@arrl.org * www.arrl.org/join 


> Print this form from the Resonator PDF file, or download from: 
: http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Clubs/2022%20Affiliated%20Club%20Membership%20Application.pdf 
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September 2022 
FLARC Business Meeting 


Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club 
Secretary’s Minutes Prepared by David KD2MOB 
Business Meeting of September 2, 2022 


The Meeting was called to order by Nomar NP4H, at the Fair Lawn Community Center. The meeting was held via 
Zoom video teleconference as well and began at 7:30 PM and concluded at 8:50 PM. 16 attendees on Zoom and 
26 attendees at the Community Center. 


The Pledge of Allegiance was recited at 7:31 PM 
David KD2MOB facilitated a roll call, and a quorum was established. 


President - Nomar Vizcarrando, NP4H 

V. President- David Corsello, KD2JIP 
Treasurer - Bruce Kalogera, NJ2BK 
Secretary - David Gotlib, KD2MOB 


Trustees (3)- Ed Efchak, WX2R 
Fred Wawra, W2ABE 
Brian Cirulnick, KD2KLN 


August’s meeting minutes are located in the August Resonator. 
Motion to accept the Minutes - Ed WX2R, Seconded by Dave N2AAM and Brian KD2KLN 


Treasurer Report by Bruce NJ2BK 
Motion to accept the Treasurer Report as presented - Skip KD2BRV, Seconded by Don K2PD 


Opening remarks by Nomar NP4H. Nomar welcomed everyone to tonight’s business meeting. 


Visitors - 


Nomar NP4H greeted and introduced Ed Wilson N2XBB from the Suffolk County Radio Club. Ed N2XBB 
invited FLARC to attend the October 8th Special Event Station at Nicola Tesla’s laboratory in Suffolk County, 
NY. Ed mentioned that the Suffolk County Radio Club is the oldest one in Suffolk County and is located 60 miles 
east of Manhattan. 

For more information please contact Ed WX2R. 


Committee Reports 


Technical Committee - Paul W2IP - 

The brackets for the antenna and repeater repairs have been developed and test fitting of the brackets will take 
place Saturday, September 10th. If all goes well, the repair on the rooftop will take place during the 2nd or third 
week of September. Paul requested help. Brian KD2KLN and Nomar NP4H will be there. 


Continued on next page. 
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September 2022 FLARC 
Business Meeting, continued 


Jim W2IC - 
e The Green Heron project. “The Green Heron has hatched” Jim proclaimed. It’s a computer controlled 
antenna rotator. It worked beautifully during the North American QSO Party a couple weeks ago. 
Dave N2AAM operated the station flawlessly. The Green Heron will change the direction of the antenna 
to automatically reach the strongest signal. 


Panel project - Position No. 4 has too many wires. Jim W2JC would like a new patch panel to be 
designed. Maybe 3D printing for the box can be used. Please submit your ideas to Jim W2JC. 


Other items - 
e Steve KA2YRA is new to the Technical Committee. Steve is glad to assist and will be involved in 

assisting with the digital set up at Position 2. 
Jim mentioned that for the latest information, please see the FLARC website and the calendar on 
Groups.IO. 
QSLs - 121 countries have been confirmed at FLARC. We received our 100 country DXCC 
endorsement a while ago. 150 is the next big endorsement level. The list of countries is posted 
on the side wall by position no. 4. 


Marketing Committee - Ed WX2R - 
Programming - 
Kawfee Tawks 


September 23: Howard Bernstein WB2UZE: “How to learn and have fun with Morse Code” 
October 5: An Intro to Radio Astronomy Tom Crowley KT4XN, Society of Radio Amateur Astronomy 
October 21: Paul Cianciolo W1 VLF “RFI in the shack and around the house” 


Events - 


Septembeer 11" - 
Public outreach display at Hawthorne, NJ library for their “Green Fair” 


September 16th - 
POW-MIA Recognition Day- We will participate as K4MIA/2. 
This will take place at the club station from 2:00 PM - 8:00 PM 


September 17th - 
NJ QSO Party at FLARC. An Open House will take place the same day. 


September 24" - 
Masonic Special Event Station W2QX. FLARC members will operate from DeWint House, 
Tappan, NY to assist Freemasons with their event/contest. 


West Palm Beach ARG partnership - 
Our one year partnership is agreed to. There are 80 members at the WPB Club. 


Be on the lookout for the upcoming FLARC Member Survey in your email inbox. 


Continued on next page. 
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September 2022 FLARC 
Business Meeting, continued 


Grants Committee - 


Dave KD2JIP reported the following for the Grant Committee: FLARC's round one grant application was not 
approved; it was one of a large number of excellent applications received by the ARRL. Of the $500K available 
for distribution by the ARRL in 2022, $270K has now been distributed, leaving $230K for a second round of 
grants. An expanded Grant Committee, comprised of its original three members plus other board members and 
SIG leaders, met in July and August to brainstorm program ideas for round two. Ideas were also solicited from the 
club membership. As a result, the club has identified several excellent potential programs (Dave gave some 
examples), from which the original three-member committee will create one or more new grant applications. The 
ARRL will have a Zoom meeting on Wednesday, September 7 to kick off round 2. We anticipate that the League 
will announce the new application deadline at that meeting. 


Nomar NP4H thanked and congratulated the committee for their work efforts, explained what an excellent 
opportunity this is for the club, and encouraged members to share any additional program ideas with the 
Grant Committee. Please email your ideas to the Board at Board @ FairLawnARC.org 


Social Media Committee - You Tube and Facebook - Thom W2NZ - not present 
RACES / ARES - David KD2MOB - 


David thanked Karl W2KBF for setting up the new Winlink / VARA FM/Packet node in Fair Lawn and 
encouraged FLARC members to use the Winlink node on a frequency of 145.030 MHz. 


David also thanked Karl W2KBF for his Winlink article for the upcoming September Resonator. 
Instructions on how to use Winlink are included. 


We will be preparing for an upcoming SET (simulated emergency test) during the first or second weekend of 
October. More details will be gathered soon regarding the upcoming SET. 


VE Sessions - Gene WO2W - 


On August 13th, one candidate received a Technician License. 
Two candidates are signed up for the next exam date - Saturday, September 17th. 


Auction Chair - Bill WA2WL — 


Preparations have started. The auction takes place the Friday after Thanksgiving. 

The website for sellers will open on November Ist. 

The silent auction will wrap up by 8:00 PM (around halftime). This will lessen one of the bottlenecks 
from last year. We will also need a helper to assist with the silent auction. 

Brian KD2KLN volunteered to be the main person handling FLARC property for the auction. 

Fred W2AAB will assist. There will be other assistants to help Brian KD2KLN as well. 

Dave KD2JIP will enhance the software for the auction. 

Other comments - Karl W2KBF - We do not want the auction to go through midnight. 

We are looking for one person dedicated to the 50/50. 

Ed WX2R will start advertising the auction. 
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September 2022 FLARC 
Business Meeting, continued 


Old Business - 


Noel W2MSA - Portable Operations Special Interest Group 

There are currently 47 members in this special interest group. Slack is used quite a bit. Noel thanked all participants for their 
mentoring, advice, and operating techniques. It’s all about challenging ourselves and improving our skills. 

The POTA (Parks on the Air) website has been updated for easier uploading of logs. 

Noel mentioned James KB2FMH is a star of portable ops and Brian N2BTD received 4 POTA awards. 

There’s more than just Parks on the Air; there’s Lighthouses on the Air, Castles on the Air. 

Operators from outside our area are hearing about FLARC 

Steve KA2YRA mentioned that it’s all about the comradery as well. 


Bob KD2BKD - DMR Nets 
The DMR Net on Tuesday’s at 7:00 PM. We had a couple check-ins lately. We are looking for more participation. 


New Business - 


Kevin K2KCC - Masonic Lodges on the Air - an event is taking place on Saturday, September 24th. 

Bob KD2BKD created a Special Event StationW2QX for September 24th. This will take place at the DeWint House in 
Tappan, NY. It’s open to the public and you don’t have to be a free mason. There will be contacts with the general public 
and Masonic Lodges. Cards will be created and sent to participants. There will be AC power and it’s all voice. For planning 
purposes coordinate with Bob KD2BKD if you’ re setting up equipment. Noel W2MAS inquired about the number of bands 
operating. Bob responded as follows: the 10, 15, 20, 40 and 80 meter bands will be available. 


Ed WX2R - We are planning a trip to the ARRL in Southington, CT on a weekday in October. So far three people are on the 
list. Ed asked how many are interested, about half the room raised their hands. Please contact Ed WX2R for more 
information and car-pooling. 


Ed WX2R - Revenue Stream - If you use the club’s application for ARRL membership, FLARC gets $15. 

If you use the club’s application for ARRL membership renewal, FLARC gets $5. If you use the ARRL application for 
membership, FLARC gets $0. FLARC applications for the ARRL will be provided hard copy at the club and are included in 
the Resonator. 


Health and Welfare - Judith KC2LTM 


e A sympathy card was sent to Carol Van Savage’s family. 
e Asympathy card was sent to Nomar NP4H. His nephew passed as way last month. 


Nomar asked for a moment of silence on the passing of Harry Dannals W2HD (SK). 
He did so much for the Amateur Radio Hobby. 


8:50 PM - Motion to Adjourn - 
Motion to close the meeting by Rob KC2ORX, 
Seconded by Mitch KD21U. 


Respectfully submitted on September 4, 2022 
by David KD2MOB. 73. 
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Past FLARC Member Profiles 2019-20 Member Profiles 


Here is a list of past member features and we The year is now complete and here is a list of the 2019 

welcome your recommendations for new profiles monthly profiles. See past profiles elsewhere in The 

-- including your own. Resonator to check back in the archives to see each 
featured member's background. 


Month Name Call Sign 
January 2016 Pete KB2BMX Month Name Call Sign 
February Marco KC2ZMA January 2019 Dave KD2JIP 
March Ron KC2TBD February Jim K2ZO 
April Kai K2TRW March Zach KC2RSS 
May Larry WAZ2ALY April Bob N2SU 
June Dave N8MAR May Stan KC2K 
July Steve WI2W June Steve WA2BYX 
August Thom W2NZ July Roger K2RRB 
September Brian KD2KLN August Judith KC2LTM 
October Brad KM2C September Chris W2TU 
November Al WA20WL October Bob N2SU 
December George W3EH November Bob WAZ2ISE 
January 2017 Fred W2ABE December Carol KD2NMV 
February Dave KD2MOB January 2020 Gordon W2TTT 
March Randy Wwu2s February Chris KD2JQZ 
April Lee KD2DRS March Glenn KD2MDR 
May Gene WwoO2W April Steve K2SAB 
June Carol KD2NMV May Ahmed NJ8Y 
July Kevin KC2KCC June Charlie AC2ZU 
August Robert KD2NOG July Jim N2JLF 
September Robert KD2BKD August Walt K3DQB 
October John KD2NRS September Gregg N2ECH 
November Fred W2AAB October Jim W2KNG 
December Margaret W2GB November Dave KD2SGM 
January 2018 Brian KD20AZ December Bill NB1ILL 
February Bennett KO20K 


March Van W2DLT 2021 Member Profiles 
April Aly AL@Y 
May Bruce NJ2BK 
June Dave N2AAM 
July Karl and W2KBF and 
Susan W2SKT 
August Steve KA2YRA 
September Paul K2PJC 
October Skip KD2BRV 
November Jim w2Jc 
December Tom N2AAX 


Here is a list of the 2021 monthly profiles. 


Month Name Call Sign 
January 2021 Ed KD2TVT 
February John W2USN 
March Noel W2MSA 
April Gene KD2VNI 
May Berlotte KD2MYF 
June Noel N2OEL 
July Roy KD2VMX 
August Jeremy K2GRI 
September Bill WA2WL 
October Nomar NP4H 
it's located in the club office. Nevembar David AC2GL 


Thanks Randy!!! December Paul Brennan | N6FB/M@JOV 


By the way, Randy (WU2S) has compiled a 
binder of all back issues of The Resonator and 
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